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THOSE WHO WERE ELECTORSs. 


COUNTY or ANTRIM 


— 


February , 1798. 
5 — has intervened fince 1 laſt ad- 
dreſſed you, has been filled with events the moſt 


trying 
2 and the malt — Re tor Rant. 
that ever have occured in our mournful hiſtory. 


. few days, it has not 

the creſcent Miniſters and their 

ſtroyed every veſtige of Election by Martial Law, and 
impriſonĩng 


1 what no longer exiſts, 1 
have addreſſed the ſtate of our to you in com- 


mon with the reſt of my countrymen United in the 
glorious cauſe of regaining their Freedom. They who 
| A 2 expect 


deprefſed 
have faid 


A 
reception in the unbroken hearts of my 


United countrymen. 


ARTHUR O'CONNOR. 


TO THE 


. IRISH NATION. 


Tartan ts hate des oc ade 
country in its preſent woeful condition, does not ariſe from 
any overweening conceit that I poſſeſs abilities adequate to ſo 
arduous a taſk. It would argue a total ignorance of the extent 
and intricacy of the ſy ſlem, which has cauſed the poverty of 
Ireland—it would argue a total ignorance how much this 
ſyſtem was inter woven, not only with the fortunes of the 
herd of little gentry, but with the fortunes and conſequence 
of the moſt powerful families amongſt us,—were I not ſen- 
ſible of my inability to do the ſubject that juſtice its impor- 
tance deferves. But, although I am not gifted with that 
' _ commanding eloquence which can fortify irreſolute virtue, 
and appal the daring effrontery of inveterate guilt, I truſt 
you ſhall not find me wanting in to trace the 
miſery and ſufferings of my to their real ſource, 
F nor in reſolution to brave the perſecution and calurany of 
- DETECTED CRIMINALS. | 

Hitherto, the ſtate of ſactian has been ſo miſtaken for the 
ſlate of the country, that, as often as the public mind has 
been led to hope that an enquiry would be made into the 
ſtate of the nation, it has always ended in recitals of the 
conteſts of the different faQtions under the different ad- 
giums on thoſe by whom they have been ſupported, and on 
thoſe by whom they have been oppoſed—bv which reite- 
rated diſgraceful recriminations the People of Ireland have 
2t length learned with what undeviating uniformity their 
deareſt intereſts have been ſold.Deteſting fa tion, deteſt- 
ing the entire principles on which Iriſh adminiſtration is 
formed, I am free a ad. : 
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people, why was it neceffary for a Legiſlature of I-land to 
write its own indelible infamy in the black character of that 
law by which it deſtroyed the woollen manufacture in Ireland 
in order to promote it in Great Britain? But theſe are the 
calumnies of men enriched by emoluments which their pro- 
ſtitution, not their abilities, has gathered—of men who are 
bribed to betray the people they vilify—of men who feek 
to lay the eſfect of their own treaſon at the door of the na- 
tion they have fold, oppreſſed, and ruined. It is time to 
unmaſk them, and to prove to the world, that the want of 
induſtry ſo foully charged on the people of Ireland originates 
in the plunder and poverty of their country, and that this 
ple:der and poverty o. gate in a ſyſtem of Corruption and 


Uſurpation which thoſe who have deſtroyed every veſlige 
of our Liberties call glorious and happy. 


Of the ſacred Funds which pay the Wages of Induſtry. 


Induftry is the ſource of human proſperity, and the wages 
of induſtry are its excitement. In every civilized country, 
the wealth gathered by induſtry forms a fund for the em- 
of the induſtrious ; and as the exiſtence of this 
fund is the great diſcri mark between civilization 
and barbariſm, ſo the ſtate of this fund is what regulates 
the condition and character of every people upon earth. If 
the Government and Legi protect the People i in their 
; and in their national rights, this fund will anſwer 


grow with a growing population, 
and population will be a bleſſing: Induſtry will flouriſh ; and, 


with it, plenty, honeſty, ſobrie ty, elcanlineſs and the reſt of 
ions, will follow in her train. Theie 


her delightful 
are the effects of good Government, theſe are the fruits 
of Liberty; theſe are the bleſſings which the Almighty 
ſhowers down upon a people who have the ſpirit to aſſert 
their rights, and the courage to maintain them againſt Go- 
vernments which cxiſt but by the means they have of core 
cupting, and againſt Legiſlators who live but on the wages 


they receive for betraying the people they pretend to repre- 
ent. But when the fond: for the employment of induſft 


* 
have been ſquandered— when the Gov: rnm2nt and Legiſla- 
-” 82 plunder, have p<rverted this fund from 

—_— . anſwering 
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5 
anſwering the population, or from 
a growing population, Tinte Idlenefs 


fo as to anfwer 


muſt predominate; and, with it, „ diſhoneſty, drunk 
enneſs, filth and the reſt of ter horrid crew, maſt be whe bn- 
evitable conſequence. Theſe are the unerring marks of an 
enſlaved nation: Theſe are the evils which viſit a people 
curſed with a Government and a venal ture : 
Theſe are the calamities which affli& a people, the fund for 
th2 e nt of whoſe induſtry has been drained, to ſwell 
the funds for the of that nation which appoints 
their and diſtributes their patronage. It is the 
proportion which this fund bears to the population that 
Kr on every 
88 It is this proportion which regulates 
the happineſs or miſery, of every nation upon earth. If, 
then, this ſacred fund has been 
ment and 
Iriſh induſtry could acquire Iriſh 
to ſwell the funds, — — | 
Britain, I do not heſitate to aſſert, that the — 
of Ireland have been the moſt proſtitute Hire- 
lings, that they have committed the fouleſt Treaſon againſt 
the people of Ire land, that ever Goverament or 
—— — But, that you may judge of the 
with which your Government and Legiſlature have 
and huſbanded the facred fund, we muſt examine 
how far the ſources from which it could be ſupplied, have 


been applied to their proper uſe. 


People of Ireland were furniſhed with the common necefſa- 
ries of liſe, are all exported without a return to pay the 
— inn in 


or could the payment be enforced in a manner more injuri- 


ous to the induſtry of Ireland, than by rejecting their ma- 
nufaQured produce, and obliging them to pay it in the rude 
unmanufaQured ſtate ? Creative as this evil has been of the 
miſery and wretchedneſs of the People of Ircland—deftruc- 
tive as it has proved to their i aſk, why have the 
Government and 


protected by 
property of the 


dent landlords put | . Give me one inſtance in the 
hiſtory of nations, in which the intereſt and induſtry of a 
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of national induſtry can be ſupplied, 


' It is the moſt 


ment, and flies from injuſtice and oppreſſi on, take up its re- 
branches 


7 
people calling themſelves free, have been ſo wholly ſacrificed 
to the accommodation of a few individuals. Give me one 
inſtance in the annals of the world, where the moſt facred 
rights of a nation, calling itſelf independent, have been fo 
tceacherouſly abandoned to aggrandize another people. 


THE SECOND SOURCE. 


is the profits of the na- 
tional capital employed in Commerce. For a nation to be 
commercial, ſhe muſt be free. It is the excluſive privilege, 
attribute of tranſcendent Liberty, 
that ſhe her votaries in the freeſt exerciſe of their 
induſtry, and in the fulleſt enjoyment of its produce. Com- 
merce muſt be free from embarraſſment, from injuſtice, and 
from How, 1 3 wir — 
2 cadres the Beans Lowe of Ireland, become commer- 
cial? How ſhall commerce, which ſut inks from embarraſf- 


ſidence in a country where its moſt important are 
wer} bags abode br r 


reſidence in a country 

are calculated to make the 1 
body, crouch to Revenue Clerks, at : oe Ln and 
Commiſſioners, at once makers and expounders of the Laws? 
How ſhall commerce take up her abode, where the Laws are 
made to fap the 2 — or to colonize a 
with the inſtrum nte of venality, exrortion, and 


pillage ? Speculattvn is the foul of commerc. ; and an ex- 


tenfive market is the of ſpecubotion. Hor, then, ſhall 
Ireland become corar::reial, where the has 
thrown open every market in Ireland to every ſpecies of 
Britiſh manufacture, whillt every market in Great Britain is 
ſhut agaieſt every ſpecies of Iriſh manulacture, with on: fo- 
litary exception, which, after every effort, Britiſh 1 
could not compaſs ? . 
your home trade to the moſt com reiat ration in the 
world, but, by giving this powerful nation aa unbounded 
— es ad coated 


and of every other nation, while a reciprocal right of ſend- 
ing foreign produce to her markets is ſtrictly denied you, 
your foreign trade undergoes the fate of your home trade. 
Yes! 
have laid your foreign trade, at the feet of Britiſh aggran- 
dizement ; and they have procured your ex uſion in return. 
Does this look as iH the Le os 2 —— 
ſented Ireland ? Does nat this book: as if both repreſented 
Great Britain? If this be Iriſh Legiſlation, what man who 
loves his country durſt difpute the virtue of your Senate? 
If this be Britiſh fraternity, 


THE THIRD SOURCE. 


every market in Great Britain is cloſed again:: every ſpecies 


of Iriſh manufacture, with the ſolitary 


vaured the mild inhabits of the Falt ladies—reduced the | 
| human ſpecicsts the ſtate of the brute creation in the Weſt 


Indies—would have ſubj the brave Americans—and, 
afier deluging all Europe with blood, making it a prey to 
mine and civil difeord, has expended its treaſures to iuſti- 


gate 


your own Legiſlature has laid your home trade, they 


what Iriſhman ſo ungrate ful 


the fiſh in the ſea, t 


9 | 
gate exhauſted combatants to a farther continuance? of a war, 
and of a carnage, the moſt deſtructive and bloody that has 
been ever recorded in the annals of the world. 

THE FOURTH SOURCE. 


The next ſource from which the fund for the 


ment of your national induſtry could be ſupplied, is Your 


Fiſheries. What a ſource of wealth and induſtry would 


they have proved to a ned nation, blefſed with 


the 1 advantages with which Iceland has been gifted ! 


_ Yet how has this treaſure been deſtroyed by that Law in- 


tituled * An AQ for the ment of the Fiſheries 
of Ireland!”—an AQ in which you will ſee as much 
human preſumption as ever yet appeared in human Le- 


The Revenue Code has eſtabliſhed the 


of its 


_ commuſhoners; this law eſtabliſhes their _—_— It 


ſays, that three of them ſhall annually inform the fiſhermen 
of baiundef the cnold then wane rhe td ave 16 ht feng. 
It not only direQs where they ſhall fiſh, but it directs, in 
the moſt preciſe manner, how they ſhall fiſh, and how 
ſhall be equipped; and, if the illiterate fiſhermen of Ireland 
do not take, and comply with the contents of, eleven long 
oaths fet forth ia this law, although they ſhould catch all 


hey cannot catch one ſhilling of , 
To follow this law through all its ahſurdities, would be to 
recite every letter of the Act. Legiſlators, who, from 
their ſituation in life, could not have the (kill or knowledge 
of the meaneſt fiſherman on the coaſt, have preſcribed the 
exaQ manner in which a whole people, under all the varia- 
tions of time, fituation and circumſtances, ſhall exerciſe 
their induſtry in one of its moſt important branches. It is 
not only that vaſt ſums of the public money of an impove- 
riſhed country have been ſquandered, but, that they ſhould 
be expended for the purpoſe of deſtroy ing one of the moſt 
valuable ſources of national induitry—and this, after a 
ſimilar attempt had been made in Great Britain, and failed, 
although a much greater capital had been ſubſeribed, and a 
much higher bounty had been given. O ill-fated Country! 


where the crime — public money merges into 
inſiznificance, 


10 


infignificance, compared with the miſchief its 

creates! There is a hiſtory in every Iriſh job. This job 
having ruined the jobber, has not rendered it lefs injurious 
to our national induſtry. But as the proprietor is dead, as 
| the job has not anſwered, this great branch of your induſtry 
may revive, when relieved from the comagion of Paclia- 


mentary bounty. 


THE FIFTH SOURCE. 


The only remaining ſource from which the fund for the 
employment of national induſtry could be augmented, is the 
ſavings made from the Wages of the Induſtrious. But 


when beggary, miſery, and famine, preſent themſelves at 
every quarter of our witneſſes of the rob- 


» expiring 
bery and plunder of this facred fund, how can I infult you 
by talking f ſavings from wages, in a country where the 
nation has been converted into an alms-houſe, and the in- 
duſtrious into beggars? If there be a country upon earth 


where the aceurſed trade of Corruption, Proftitution and 


Treaſon, has been ſet up, to deſtroy the fair and honeſt 
occupations of commerce and i here men are ac- 
counted great in proportion to the extent of the trade they 
derive in buying and ſelling the rights and intereſts of their 
country—where public money, extorted from wretched- 
neſs, is the czpital they trade with, and public welfare the 
commodity they deal in—where a degraded and debaſed 
gentry, in one contian:d chain of mercenary dependence, 
have been bred up to the trade—where is drain- 
ed to the dregs, where manulactures are ſtrangled in their 
cradle—How, in the name of Heaven, in N 
is the fund for the empioyn: it of national i 
rive any A 
plundered ? 
| TI have now enum- rated very means by which national 
incuity cn acquire natio al capital. L havs he un you 
how far theſe me; of acquiring wealth have been w-eſted 
from you, my C 1ntrymen ! and transferred to aggrandize 
Great Britainz yet this were to recount but half your 
It is nit enough that you ſho d know the manner 
by 2 you have been deprived of the means of acquiring 
wealth : 


wealth: You ſhould, alſo be informed of the various 
ways by which the pittance of wealth your induſtry has 
acquired, under its mutilated means, ds fee robbed and 
under a ſyſtem of Corruption and Treafon, to the 
| beggary of the Iriſh, and the ruin of their country. 


The Way: by which the Capital the Nation has acquired, is 


1 The firſt deduQtion I ſhall ſtate, is the enormous drain 
which is extorted from induſtry, under the Head cb act 
gious Inſtruction. Whilſt the clergy for inſtructing three 
millions of Catholics receive but 60,000]. annually, and the 
_ clergy for inſtructing fix hundred thouſand Preſbyterians re- 


ceive but 25,000l.—the clergy for inſtructing four hundred 


thouſand Parliamentary Proteſtants ace maintained at the 
enormous annual of half a million. When I con- 
template the various attributes of that mighty Power which 
has created and moves the myriads of world: I fee floating 


fame Power has created and animated, I attempt, from the 
ion of his works, to collect the numerous laws 
by which he ordained his creatures ſhould be directed and 
hen I conſider the difficulty of knowing which 


to admit, and which to teject, of thoſe writings, which, 


in ſo many ages, and in ſo many nations, have been receiv- 
ed and accredited as coming from God, for the rule and 
direction of Man—when I cunfider how various in- 
terpretations the mind of Man has given to thoſe ſcriptures, 
received and accredited among Chriſtians, written in trope, 
in metaphor, in figure, in parable, and in allegory—l can- 


not conceive how any two thinking men (and 1 hold thoſe. 


who think not for themſelves, but leave it to others to 
think for them, of no account) could form the ſame opinion 


on ſuch an extenſive and difficult fubjx&. Can the human 


nnad conceive a greater abſurdit v than that one man ſhould 
direct what another ſhould believe ? What point of contact 
exiſts between man and man, on this and difficult 
ſubje& of faith and belief? What poſſible right can one man 
ſet up to interfere with the faith or belief of another? 

; What 


round me—when, as an inhabitant of this globe, which the 


„ s af . 


K 


urn 


* 
* * tan wad 
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What ſtandard hare thoſe who do not agree, by which they 


can ſettle their difference ? or, without ſuch a {t:n#ard, 
how can the controverſy be ever decided ? Theſe conſider- 
ations, and a thouſand others, with imperious mandate, 
conſecrate the right of the individual in his religious opi- 
nions againſt the whole: world beſide. It is a concern be- 
tween him and his God. Tyrant, avaunt ! Opinion is too 
fubtile for your graſp. You may force it to hypocriſy and 


difimalaticn; but to Man, and his Creator only, can it 


be known. It then, the right of the individual ſtands 
good againſt ti;2 reſt of mankind, what can be more pre- 
ſumptuous, or unjuſt, than that a minority ſhould fet up 
a right to controul the majority? If a whole nation has no 
right to interfere with the moſt inſignificant citizen in his 
religious opinions, ſo as to do him the- ſmalleſt injuſtice for 
the freeſt exerciſe ef this impreſeriptibie right, by what 
title does one claſs of Iriſh Proteſtants, not one teath of the 
nation, arrogate the power cf appropriating fuch exorbi- 
tant funds for the miniitcrs of its religion, to which the 
other nine tenths are not only made to contribute, but to pay 
for their own religious ir ſtruction befides? But what will 
be the indignation, not only of the majority, whoſe inte- 
reſt is facrificed, but alſo of theſe Parliamentary proteſ - 
tants, if I ſhall prove, that this violation of impre- 
{criptible right is not lef+ iajurious to the religion, it was 
done under the pretenca of p*-moting, that it is oppreſ- 
five to thoſe againſt whom it acts with ſuch deſtructive 
injuſtice ? 33 

Man, when he becomcs the miniſter of religion, does 
not lay aſide the paſſions, the defires oC th. propenſities 
of his nature; the ſtrongeſt and moſt uniform of which, 
is a conſtant deſire to better his condition. Hence the 
miniſter, who is appointed to an annual income in con- 
tempt of the ap. obation or choice of his pariſhioners, and 
receives it independent of the zeal or the diligence with 


which he diſcharges its duties, has no excitement to call 


forth his exe ons. The meſt attentive dilcharge of his 
miniſtry adds nothing to his annual income, if he were 
ever ſo well read in the doctrines it is his duty to teach. If 
he were to recommend hiniſelf to his pariſhioners by the 

moit <x<mplacy life, and the moſt unwearicd attendance, 


— —_——_ 1 * 


 _ thoſe in that ſphere with whom this monſtrous eſtabliſh 


* 
. ——— —ð1B—mä— 


means to deſert his parithioners. After wealth, patronage, 
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they have it not in their power to better his fortune. Hence, 
if his exertions be directed to his further acvancement— 
and, as long as human nature continues, you will ng. ind 
one in a thouſand with whom it is not the paramount obiect 
the miniſter, under fuch an eſtabliſhment, will relin- 
quiſh the barren, unprofitable occupation of religious in- 
ſtruction, to devote his time and his exertions to gain thoſe 
by whoſe means and whoſe inte cut he may be further 
moted. He will devote F:imicii, with the moſt ſervile 
obeiſance, to the wiſhes and will of his Biſhop, or to the 
rnment, however corrupt, which can advance him to 
the higheſt ſtate of affluence, of patronage, — , = wy 
power, rather than to the diſcharge of his 
The larger his ſtipend, the greater his temptation, 44 be 


and power, have been ſet in his way, it is vain to expect 
that he will not deſert thoſe of inferior condition who ſtand 
moſt in need of his conſtant attendance, that he may join 


ment ranks him, with whom it is his inclination, as well az 
his intereſt to mix. Not only his own inclination draws 
him away from his duty ; but the vanity and love of plea- 
ſure, ſo natural to the reſt of his family, are ill-ſatisfied 
with dif and » their great income 


playing the 


at the Hot-wells of Briſtol. If 
bücbment of the preſent Proteſtant 
ry ineĩtement to an active diſcharge 
of their duty, the inequality of the preferment is not leſs 
fatal. Inſtead of fitting down for life amongſt his pariſhi- 
oners, to ſtudy their diſpoſitions, their weakneſſes, or their 
vices, without which it is impoſſible he ſhould be able to 
& or amend them, under the prefent inequality of 
preferment, the Proteſtant miniſter muit regard 
y inſtant he remains in his actual condition, as the loſs 
is ortune; and, from the inſtant he obtains one pre- 
ferment, his thoughts are in deviſing means for 
aitaining another. I the poor and the uneducated ſtand 


moſt in need of religious inſtruction, are they not molt 


likely to receive it from a clergy, whoſe ſtipends place them 
in 


preached in every th HF 
I thoſe of what are called the | I 
ficians and lawyers, were paid regular annual ſtipends, like 
theſe Proteſtant clergy, independent of any exertions they | 
made to deſerve them, in vain would you look for the pre- 


ſeat 


eſtabliſhment, as the friend © WOO edn: 
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Set it not up as the creator of the peace, the happuteſs, the 
ſcience, or the liberties of mankind, which it deſtroys : But 
hold it up to public view, as the ally of defpotic power, 


the champion of ignorance, and the hireling of proſtitution. 
What has this monſtrous eſtabliſhment ' in Ireland of the 


benevolence, the humility, the diſintere ſtedneſs or the 


mildneſs of the Chriſtian religion? Set it down, what it 


is, the tool, the accomplice, the creature of Iriſh admi- 
niſtration, Iriſh proſtitution, Triſh corruption. This is its 
true defignation : here you behold its miniſters militant ma- 
giſtrates, yung the people to the dungeons, the gallies, 
or the s; or mercileſs extortioners of exorbitant 
ſtipends, wrung from heart-fick miſery and deſpondent po- 
verty. Follow them to the courts of law—you will ſee 
them attended by ſherifls, by bailifis, by —— * ſpies 
and informers, by tythe-proctors, proceſs- ſerve 


civil bill attorneys; and after they have — ide ud 


neſſes, and modolled the juries, behold with what keennefs 
they hunt down their prey! Heavens! what an office for 
a @ miniſter of the Chrittian religion! How ſhall I withhold 
m 
22. -creatures to death, on ſome clauſe 
of thoſe ſanguinary laws made at his inſtance, and for his 
uſe, accompany his victim to the place of execution, un- 
der the mockery of affording him a laſt conſolation! How 


figure to my mind a miniſter of religion, hurried on to pro- 


ſecution by the thirſt of power and wealth, 


enlarging on 
the virtue of forgiveneſs and charity, and the merits of 


porerty in the eyes of a Chriſtian Redeemer! How en- 
dure to hear this relentleſs perſecutor dwell on the mercies 
of Chriſt, who has himſelf ſhewn no mercy whatever, or, 
with unparalleled effrontery, renumerating the miſerable 
fufferer for the painful death his malice has dealt him, by 


9 
nul hereafter ! 


THE SECOND DEDUCTION. 


The next deduQion I hall ſtate, which is made from 
your ſlender acquirements, is the expenc2 at which the laws 


ace adminiſtered. When you confder the number of law 
vers, 


indignation, when I behold a Chriſtian miniſter, who 
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attorneys and clerks, which ſwarm about us, main- 
„* ſuch enormous expence, the exorbitant fees of 
the offices, the numerous law offices, and the bare:;ced 
creation of more - you muſt be ſenſible how enormous 
a drain the adminiftration of law muſt occaſion from your 
national capital. To comprehend this aright, we mult 
look to the origin of our laws. We muſt look to thoſe 
barbarous times when a few deſpots were the ſole propri- 
etors, and the maſs of the people belonged to the foil, like 
the herds they attended. We muſt look to thoſe law: of 
primogeniture, entails and ſettlements, which have been. 
ſet up to ſecure and vate the de ſpotiſm of the few, 
and to enfure and perpetuate * the aan ad the many. 
We muſt examine how thefe deſpotic laws of a barbarous 


tell them the law. No wonder, that precedents 
frong ſhould be found on one ide 5 well as on the or 
The whole is in form and faction ; a 
omiſhon of either, ſubſtantial j 
Trial afier trial may be had in —_— 


extend both as far as —- 
Jadge hold the hene of Indies with i 
within the attainment of the rich, and 


placed 
of the reach of the poor. It cannot be juſtice, unleſs it 


is common; it cannot be common, unleſs it is 
As the exertions of j of lawyers, * 
and the whole tribe who live by the trade, as well 


miniſters for religious inſtruction, are all 
5 ihe whole labour of the entire 
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they are wholly maintained from the 
which they in no way 
be imagined, that, as population, 
induſtrious — the means of 
neceſſity would 

— moderate t 
of Religion 


pences and Law. But when the 
and the rich have taken up the idea, that the goverment 
which can buy up the reaſon of mankind, is the 

vernment w odld wn can endure—when ceconomy of re- 
trenckment is regarded! as the weakneſs of 
and waſte and extravagance as its ffrength—no wonder re- 
formation ſhould be ſcouted, as fraught with ruin. True 
to this ridiculous and deſtruQive notion, your 

tion, even to National Bankruptcy, when, with an empty 
Exchequer, have created two-and-thirty mongrel 
En hs rer 
which the lottery of law turns up every hour. * 
we that a government, when the gentry are its 
n of thoſe burdenſome 
ions, in which there is not what is called a Gentle- 
man's family which has not one or more members? How 
ſhall we expect, that, by removing ſuch Augean filth, that 
vaſt proportion of 
at preſent employed in briefing, in pleading and in judging 
the moſt abſurd and frivolous quibbles, to the ruin and 
beggary of both loſer and gainer, will be turned to uſeful 
occupations, in which it would increaſe the neceſfaries, 
the conveniences and comforts of life ? 


venience of 


— 4 
the diffculties 
exiſtence, increaſed, imperious 
your Legiſfature and 


of life—as t 
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tures, and conſe quent raiſing the value of money in 
S. | 


| It may be aſked, if this bounty 


has it been the ſubject 


gained more as a tenant than he loſt as a conſumer ; though, 
when his leaſe ſhall expire, and that he ſhall renew it at 
the enhancement in the price of proviſions, the difſadvan- 
tage as a confumer remains, while the advantage as a te- 
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of the labour of Europe, in a war of ſuch carnage, fuch 
havock and plunder, ſhould not have cauſed an extraordi- 


nary demand for the productions of Ireland, fituated at 


the extremity of the theatre of war, and an iſland? Will 
it be ſaid that this bounty would have the fame ſucceſs in 
the markets of if the millions who have bee 
flaughtered, and if the millions who are ſtill 

the buſineſs of laughter and war, had been engaged in 
the peaceful occupation of huſbandry, and if the waſte and 
deſtruction of proviſions and labour had not been ſubſtituted 
in place of the thrift and good management of domeſtic 
life? Is it not fact, that from the vaſt rains which fell in 
ſeed time and harveſt, our flour is from fifteea to twenty 
per cent. inferior in quality to the flour of moit parts of 
Europe? From this extraordinary moiſture, is it_ not fact 
that our lands retain conſtant verdure, when moſt of the 
paſtures of the other nations of Europe are ſhrivelled and 
parched ?—ond does not this clearly demonſtrate, that we 
are: by nature inferior in tillage, but ſuperior in paſture ? 

But analyſe this bounty, and take it on its own merits— 
You will find it a part of a ſyſtem in which plenty is ac- 
counted the heavieſt curſe, becauſe it would prevent the te 
nants of Ireland, a numerous, induſtrious claſs, from per- 
forming thoſe cruel conditions with which they are loaded. 
You will find it a part of ſyſtem in which ſcarcity is eſteem- 
ed a bleſſing, becauſe it enables one claſs in ſociety to make 
good its engagements, at the expence of millions whom it 
dooms to miſery and famine. You will find it a part of a 
ſyſtem which ſubſiſts by the incitement of a neceſ- 
ſity, and not by the cheering reward of liberal wages. You 
will fiad it a part of a ſyſtem of infernal invention, whoſe 
proſperous ſtate is made to depend on the fortuitous evils of 
If this bounty, from its own nature, muſt prove ſub» 
verſive of national induſtry, it is no lefs ſo of national 
Juſtice. The fuads by which this bounty is paid, are raiſed 
by taxes on conſumable goods, to which every reſident in- 
habitant contributes, whilſt the vaſt abſentee property does 
nor contribute one ſhilling. Yet, if the principles from 
which I have reaſoned be juſt, the abſentees are the only 
perſons who ſhould defray the expence 1 


. 
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Fu, cxery hte hofied. end bs de by 

the bounty, yer does he pay a more couſiderable tax, 
which this enhancement of price on every article of con- 
| ſumption impoſes ; and the reſt of the nation who are not 
bandlords, are not only obliged ue pay the tax which de- 
frays the expence of the bounty, but the ſtill 
in the advancement of price on the neceſſacies and conve- |! 
niences of life they confame—no part of which applies to q 


Le pond wr gas © ye 2 en 5, or nd 
portation, in a teaming population, is a ſyſtem of which 
language | 


affords me no terms ſufficiently ſtrong to expreſs 
my abhorrence. 


THE SIXTH DEDUCTION. 


The laſt deduction I ſhall mention, which it made from 
your axon? VER, © „ 
Government is fi 

, In the twofold objeQs of government, the firſt is, the 
affording protection to every member of the community 
from the violence or injuſtice of his fellow-citizen. The 
expence of defending citizen againſt citizen, muſt ever 
depend on the degree of juſtice on which the conſtitution 
and laws are eſtabliſhed. When they are ſuch as to ſe- 
cure to every member equally, the fulleſt enjoyment of his 
natural rights, the freeſt exerciſe of his induſtry, and the 
2 * 


eee, 


neighbour, who 


27 


to him every means of acquiring the moſt ample and libe- 
ral wages, by which he 9 the neceſſaries and 
to his induſtry the 
molt extenſive markets for the work he has wrought, it 
= him conſtant he ſuffers no pe- 
culation—when no deductions are made from his 


earnings 
| but what his own intereſt tells him he ſhould readily and 


willingly grant—truſt me, fellow-citizens, a government 
founded on principles like theſe, would require no expence - 
to ſupport it. In ſuch a government, every citizen would fiad 
a protection for every bleſſing, and every comfort, human 
12 Lo the fois wa he ba 
in veneration, and the legiſlators would be reſpected, re- 
vered and beloved. In this ſtate, no military execution, 


no baſtiles, no gibbets, no gallies, no burning of houſes, 


would be required to protect and uphold uſurpation, cor- 
ruption, and treaſon. At the wave of the conſtable's aff, 
like the wand of the , thouſands would flock to 
his ſtandard in aid of the law. But when, inſtead of the 
ſolid bafis of virtue, is founded on oppreſſion, 
and the infraQtion of national ri a nation is 
robbed of its the doors of 
your home markets are thrown wide open to a powerful 
flags her's is your face—when corrupnen, 
when treaſon and uſurpation, have d the facred 
funds of her public virtue is private ruin, 
public apoſtacy the ſure road to fortune and what are 
called honours—when truth is called treaſon, and traitors 


are called loyal,—no wonder an inſuked, a pillaged, and 


an oppreſſed people, ſhould require the bayonet, the flames, 
and the more deadly corruption, to keep down their writh- 


ing; no wonder uſurpers, who wallow in the riches their 


reaſons procure them, ſhould ſeek that ſhelter from ty- 
ranuy which juſtice denics them. In a ſtate of this kind, 
as the diſcontents of the people increaſed, in proportion as 
tyrannic means had been uſed to ſuppreſs them, an en- 
ligheened mind would perceive that force could not put 
down a reaſoning people, whoſe growing knowledge en- 
abled them, whoſe growing i entitled them, 
and whoſe growing numbers compelled them, to demand 
the abolition of the maſs of abuſes, which, originating in 

ignorance, 


ignorance, have grown into corruption, and, if ſuffered to 
ei ntinue, muſt terminate in famine, in revolution, and in 
blood. It is not by war, which has immolated the youth 
of the nation; it is not by war, which has laviſhed the 
wealth of the people ; it is not by war, which has heaped 
debt upon debt, and burden upon burden ; it is not by an- 
nulling the trial by jury, nor by exiling thouſands without 
any trial whatever; it is not by every law by 
wer - Boreas yy} conceding ee 
enacting the moſt ſanguinary laws in their ſtead; 

not by defiroying the ars n is wot by | fo 
reign mercenarics, ſtimulated with additional hire, and 
letting them looſe with fire and ſword on the 
they are to be convinced, that a ſyſtem which could re- 
quire ſuch means of ſupport, does not call for amend- 
ment. It is not by heaping calamity on calamity in rapid 
ſucceſſion, that the public mind can be diſſuaded from be- 
lieving, that theſe obvious reforms, which ſuch tyrannic 
meaſures have been adopted to ſtifle, are not now, with 


hn. «is Gds 3 exe dns lean hes govern- 
mens, in the heads of Irih adminiſtration, has been a 


ſyſtem of ſupporting the few in 


adminiſtrations have governed Ireland? 


tiauation of civil diſeord, of plunder | 
which has infeſted our ifland, fince the Welch landed in 
1169, to this inſtant, that theſe hell-hounds, intitled An- 


in this century to the writhings 

ſery, of want and oppre ſſion, under the different ſhapes of 
White-boys, Right-boys, Hearts-of-oak men, Peep-o'-day 
and Steel- men. Yet where is there an inſtance on 
record, in which the Government or Legiſlature in Ireland 
have inqui into the cauſes of theſe conſtant unerring 
marks of on? No! A ſyſtem of ſmothered war be- 
tween the oppreſſors and the oppreſſed, could not bear in- 
quiry, for inquiry would kad to redreſs. 2 


r of rights. There 
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ſaws and military outrage, the expences of 
Cn hore tron lined for juſtice, whoſe 
expences are nothing. 

Rr that 
diſunion, corruption, uſi and treaſon, are the 
means by which has maintained her dominion in 
Ireland. I will convit her from the writings and 
diſpatches of Strafford. I will convĩct them upon the teſti- 
mony ef Clarendon. I will 
againſt them from the letters of Archbiſhop Boulter, who, 


fore 


is, that it tends to unite Proteſtant with Pupi ſt; and whenever | 
that happens, good-bye to the Engliſh intereſt in Ircland for | 


vers? n what a diſpatch 


| — 
the country for protection? Why, with ſuch numbers of 
have they not only not protected theſe perſecuted 
citizens, but why, after the nation, have they 
armed theſe infatuated bigots? Let me aſk this adminiſtra- 
tion, whether the enormous expences of government in 
their hands do not ariſe from the means which they ufe to 
oppoſe the union, the brotherhood and oblivion of reli- 
gious feuds, in a hitherto woefully torn with reli- 
gious diſſenſions? Nay, let me aſk them, whether ſums 
are not ifſoing, at this inſtant, from the Public 
for the infernat purpoſe of 2 renewal of reli- 
gious maſſacre and under the banners of Orange- 
— def in conſiſts in an oath to ex- 
tirpate their fellow-men who do not profeſs their religion? 

The other office of Government is to prote &t the whole 


„ 


quote their own. words 


talking of Wood's halfpence, fays, „ But the worſt of this a 
ever.” Great Heavens! on this ſcale of defarts, 7.248 
| ; adminiftration in the 
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31 
rights which ſhe never violated in other countries, and 
which, if ſhe has the ſpirit of a nation, ſhe will never ſes 


_ >” va. .af* 


-nduC. 


try is ſo grievoufly burdened, compare the condition of 
ing the American war with her preſent cond tion. 
Catholic of Ireland lay proſtrate 


At the former period, the 


of oppreſſion, 
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3000l. have been the ordinary price for a ſeat, | 
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materials and proviſions, by the tranſportat 
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That, from the Rebbery of the National Capital, the Tenant's 
are forced to pay ſuch immaderate high Rents. 


at a monopoly price: home-markets would ſtart up at the 
doors of the farmer as the manufaQtures increaſed ; and 
the vaſt deductie n which is now made from the value of 


ion and freight 


of ſuch bulky commoditics, 3 times 
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their 
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the ſoil, the climate, or the fituation on the globe, be what = 


they may, as a ſuperiority of intellet. In vain ſhall you 
have a fertile foil, a temperate climate, and an inſular ſtate, 


turn them to the greateſt advantage. Look to Holland! 
from the moment the threw off the Spaniſh yoke, and 
eftabliſhed Liberty, how ſhe converted fwamps, reſcued 
from the ſea, into a garden? Look to Switzerland ! from 
the moment ſhe threw off the Auſtrian yoke, how ſhe has 
cultivated her mountains to the higheſt ſummit ! Look to 
America! from the day the freed herſclf and her induſtcy 
from the domination of with what rapidity ſhe 


has cleared her woods and drained her moraſſes ! Compare | 


the wealth, the comforts, and happineſs of theſe nations, 
„ in chav way, 


ts, 222 or with the viel 
tion of that property you only can raiſe, you only can 
protect. Yes! Lady i > Glen of Linny: ſhe can 
ſpring but from her root: ſhe can exiſt but under her ſhel- 
ter. Induſtry lives but by the facced fund which rewards 
her exertions. It is Liberty which rears and protects this 


ſacred fund; it is by defpecifen, corruption and reaſon, 


that it is 


unleſs you have minds ſuſſicĩently educated to know how to 


« _= — - 
m 


- * they are ſeized and betrayed? 


| briety and temperance, 
vance of 


made, to wallow in filth, by placing the means of being 


38 
deftroyed the induſtry of your country ; —— 


vitiated her mind. 

Liberal reward invigorates induſtry. It leads the mind 
to activity and diligence in the uſeful ions of life ; 
teaches the comforts of cleanlineſs, the of ſo- 
the love of order, and the obſer - 

y; enſures the calm ſerenity of a good 
conſcience, and excludes the agitation and remorſe of a 
bad one: it ſupplies the mind with conſtant employment, 
by which it attaches it to virtue, and reſcues it from vice; 
inſtils a love of the country by the bleſſings it unparts; 
eſtabliſhes a proud independence ; and teaches the mind to 
account «life fxined with dſhonour, = burden too grievous 


venality, corruption, | 
funds have been diſſipated? What are the execrations that 
ſhould fall on the heads of the ſacrilegious banditti by whom 


Robbed of all its wages, induſtry finks into laffitude. 
The mind, faint e finds no induce- 
ment to action, no ſpur to invention, no defire for deſtruc · 


tion. Indolence ſeizes on the victim, when induſtry brings 
no reward, no blefling. It the wretch it has 


beyond his attainment. His mind, ſurrounded 
with the boundleſs profpe& of miſery, flies to the oblivion 
of intoxication, to relieve it from the torture of - thought ; 


deprived of conſtant and cheering employment to attach 
It to virtue, it falls into vice; whilſt, compelled by his 
own and his children's wants, the calls of nature convert 
crime into duty. Without property, comforts, or rights 
to require protection, he regards laws as reſtrictions, 
which prevent dies from feininge © on the means of relieving 


bis wants, Robbed of the peace and ſecurity attendant on 


the 


it its in want, abjeQ, 
pendent, and in all love for his country in 
it teems with—his mind lies vitiated, debaſed, 
ddd Theſe ftupid, venal, vicious legiſlators ! are 


your traitors? are your deeds. 
Theſe, panders of legiſlative treafon and national diſhonour ! 


are the calamities with which 1 a miſerable, diſ- 


my countrymen 
Behold the 


ity he entertains his gueſt |—what 
is eyes when he ſees he has ſucceeded in 


— wo wi» ans 


tA oy 

— I he lays before 
meal is , 
duty! Theſe are the natural 


' In the boundleſs hoſpitality 
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But when I turn from this delightſul comemplation— 
when I view the gentry of Ireland, as public men, as ci- 
tizens who ſhould their duty to their country— 
| inflead of that proud independence which dignifies the 
— 9 A000 e ey which 
the patriot to offer up his life to its freedom my 
— at the ſight of „„ 
by which the eative rand 


! 


of my countrymen, I behold the emblem of the fertility of 
its ſoil; and, in the mild, endearing, affectionate diſpoſt- 
tion of my countrywomen, I ſee the emblem of its temperate 
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of the mind's in nce, of the impulſe of honour, of 
the dictates of reaſon, of the freedom of opinion, and the 
choice of action. When, the youth of this gen- 
tryſhip, I look for that indignant abhorrence of 
that high ſpirit which ſpurns ſervile ſubmiſhon, or or thoſe 
ebullitions of patriotiſm which overleaps the diſcretion of 
222 r and finds a 
days of their youth, I behold them ſneaking into life under 
the yoke of profiitution and 
nate under the ſuby 
thought and of every fine feeli 
of their fathers, in the faith and belief that patriotiſm was 
ruin, but that and infamy were the ways to prefer- 

ment and fortune—with hearts ſo ſteeled againſt every ge- 
nerous principle, that the glorious examples of Greece and 
e 


at, where corruption had extinguiſhed every ty to 


emulation, exhibiting all the depravity of age, v 
ſingle virtue of youth. 

In vain I fly from this debaſement of mind in 
the upper claſs, w fink conn and hegyinebs js the lower. 
When I have beheld a hovel, Here, at leaſt, 
ſaid I, the owner muſt find a ſanctuary from the ravenous 
gripe of oppreſſion. But alas! even here, the land-ſhark, 
the tithe-ſhark, the collectors of land-rates and church- 
rates, have prowled, one after the other; like the hawk, 
the kite, the eagle and vulture, paſſing — ſucceſ- 
fion, in the moſt lonely retirement, in ſearch of their prey, 
where the ſuſſerings of poverty were ſecondary to the dread 
and horror of being devoured. How many thouſand in- 
ſtances of prowling and prey have I witneſſcd in Connaught, 
in Munſter, in Leinfter, and even in Ulfter ! In the awful 


| preſence of God, I aſk thoſe men who wring the wages of 


their proftitution from the wretchedneſs they have created 
by an unconditional ſurrender of their opinion, their ho- 
nour and character, by facrificing the rights, the intereſts 
and liberties of their country are they aware of the humi- 
lating ſtate of debaſement and miſery to which their venality 
and treafon have reduced the millions, duty and ads re- 
quired, they ſhould raife and protect? ? 


ESO Da wean B LYLE. 
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Inſtead of ſelling to Britain the ſeveral ſources from 
which the ſacred fund for Iceland's induſtry ſhould be ſup- 
plied and augmented, conceive what a vaſt acceſſion of ca- 
pital, the millions now annually exported without a return 
would furniſh. Conceive your home market, which is 
now facrificed to Britain by a total infraction of recipro- 
city, placed on that equitable baſis which national juſtice ſo 
imperiouſly calls for—conceive the markets of England 
thrown open to Ireland, on the fame conditions the mar- 
kets of freland are thrown open to her—conceive the 
millions which are now f in theſe monſtrous eſta- 
bliſhments, under the pretence of promoting religion, the 
millions ſquandered in ruinous and in the thou- 
ſand channels of poiſonous corruption, reſtored to the ſa- 
cred fund for the employment of national i —Con- 
ceive your commerce freed from thoſe impoſts with which 
it is loaded to pay for its ruin, and reſcued from thoſe 
ſwarms of bligkring locuſts that genera 
fatten on extortion, and make perjury t 
men—could the mind figure to t 
i a more delightful proſpect than the — 
B thronged with the ſhips of the com- 
mercial world, crowding to ſupply an induſtrious and prof- 
perous country wid the prodellings of their's, and taking 
the ſurplus of yours in return? Who can calculate the 


effects of ſuch an acceſſion of capital acting on a popula- 
tion of four millions of healthy, intelligent, 


enterpriſing 

„ with ſuch of fertility, ſituation, and 
inſular bleſſings? How many millions, who now drag on 
a miſerable exiſtence, in ſtruggling to maintain themſelves 
and their children upon the wretched wages the preſent 
wretched capital affords them, would be reſtored to plenty, 


comfort and cafe ? Conceive how the preſent degraded and 


debaſed mind of a people þent to the earth under poverty 
and oppreſſion, would, under a juſt application of the funds 
for inſtruction, be raiſed to independence and freedom 
conceive how many who now aſſume the name of gentle- 
men but to diſgrace it—who ſwarm through the country 


under the various ſhapes of perjured grand-jury jobbers, 


potronage expectants for proſtituted dependence, revenue 
officers, land pirates, tithe-ſharks, hedge attorneys, and 
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thouſands ſuch like, who live by the oppreſſion and plunder 


of the poor and the wretched—would be then tempted to 
lay aſide their preſent diſgraceful occupations, to ſerk their 
fortunes in the profits of well-rewarded induſtry. 

When J compare the proud ſituation of my country ſhould 
hold amongſt nations, were ſhe poſſeſſed of thoſe unaliena- 
ble rights no power on earth has a right to uſurp, with the 


contemptible inſignificance to which I ſee her reduced— 


when I compare the wealth and the bleſſings my country 


which ſhe is loaded—my heart is torn with 1 
with ſhame, with 
dungeon, the calumny and infults with which my name 
has been loaded, the being torn from every endearing tie 
that was linked to my heart, have not been able to extract 
one icon drop ; at X22 of the wrongs and ſuf- 
ferings of my beloved country, tears guſh from my eyes, 
and the hand which has been c with having written 
reaſon againſt her, would gladly graſp the ſword to avenge 
injuries it can ſearcely hold the pen to 


Wide As AltNG. 


To remedy theſe manifold evils, to which I have traced 


the miſeries and ſufferings of my country, it has been ac- 


— by every man who is not within the pale of 


uſurpation and corruption, that CarHot ic EManciea- 
TION, and a reſtoration of roruLAarn REeerESENTATION, 
are the only efficient expedicnts. But if juſtice, which re- 
quires that no man, much lefs the decided majority of a 
nation, ſhould be deprived of his political rights on account 
of his religious opinions, ordains that the Catholics ſhould 
not have fewer rights than the Proteſtants ; and if it is an 
incontrovertible fact, that ſuch is the preſent uſurpation of 
rights, as well Proteſtant as Catholic, that even though 
the Catholics were admitted to the fulleſt participation of 
the rights poſſeſſed by their Proteſtant fellow-citizens at 


preſent, both Proteſtant and Catholic would find, that the ' 


rights of which they were robbed, were infinitely more 


numerous. and more important, than thoſe they enjoyed, 


even before the preſent annihilation of every veſtige of con- 


ought to poſſeſs, with the poverty and wretchednefs with | 


28 


grief: And whilſt the gloom of a ſolitary | 
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ſtitutional right—it muſt appear manifeſt to the moſt ſuper- 
ficial obſerver, that Catholic exaltation to the preſent height 
of Proteſtant freedom only, muſt prove wholly inadequate 
to the eſtabliſhment of our NATIONAL Livexry. Dif- 
daining, then, to add one argument more, to the thouſands 
which remain already unanſwered, in favour of the eman + 
cipation of my Catholic countrymen, letting it reſt on the 
ſolid baſis of juſtice, and blending it with the general cauſe, 
I hall conclude 6— —— comet 
General Right. 


The Rene oe hd by of in ther P Pri 


on that vaſt and im- 
| portant ſubjeQ, agitates the 

a. tc pet gut | Lam aware that the po- 
pular mind has been diſtracted with that chaos of contro- 
verſy with which it has been overwhelmed by the furious, 
the the ignorant, the prejudiced, and the venal. 
I am aware that the public mind has been dragooned and 
deluded, by a man notorious for the total abandonment of 
n him to the public 
or „ by the wildeſt and 
| moſt extravagant declamation of men of the moſt ungo- 
vernable paſſions, the moſt inveterate and of a 
total deficiency of j by the timid, the ig- 
norant, and thoſe who, regarding public truſt as a ſpecu- 
| hative profeſſion for private emolument, made alarm an ex- 
cuſe for deſerting thoſe whoſe adherence to the 
of Liberty appeared to them too loſing a game to anſwer 
| their views. I am aware that this heterogeneous collection 
ef knaves and dupes, have branded every propoſal for reform- 
ing monſtrous and ing abuſes, and every reference to 
the principles cf Liberty, as treaſonable attempts to ſubvert 
the Conſtitution. I am awace that their leader, by making 
the abuſes of the conſtitution to ſtand for the conſtitution 
itſelf, has had the addreſs to convince them, that ſubvert- 
| ing the liberties of the country, was ſupporting the conſti- 

| tutionz and that to tear away every reſtraint, by which 

[ the 
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the vaſt power with which he is inveſted, had been con- 
trouled, 8 upon debt, abuſe upon abuſe, expence 
upon expence, and corruption on corruption, were the 
only eſſe ctual remedies by which new and unheard-of cala- 
mities were to be cured. I am aware, that, as long as the 
mover and manager of this aggregate maſs can perſuade them 
that the reſources of the country are ine xhauſtible, and 
that, as long as the facility wich which he continues to draw 
millions after millions from the fund of national induſtry, 
to ſquander them in ſupporting his power and projets, | 
gains him credit for his fallacious aſſertion of the proſperous 
fate of the nation, it will not be in the power of reaſon 
to work a conviction againft the deluſion : But I am aware, 
alſo, that when the confidence which has ariſen from this 


of war, and the glare of extravagance, ſhall ſhortly be 
ſucceeded by the deſpondeney and horror of national bank- 
ruptcy and univerſal „ the violation of 
will de grievouſly felt, and their ſterling value ſhortly ac- 
knowledged. I have elung to them in the worſt of times; 
and, under the heavieſt misfortunes, will never ceaſe, but 
with my life, to offer them for your adoption. Truſt me, 
my countrymen, that to explain 11 i 
of our times, to which it is agreed on all ſides the hiſtory 
of mankind affords nothing analogous, the primordial prin- 
ciples of human nature are the rudder, the compaſs and 
polar ſtar, by which you muſt ſteer in the ſtorm, in the new 
and unexplore regions which human ſociety has ſo recently 
entered. By theſe you will ſee, that mankind are advanc- 
ing into a ſtate far beyond any thing they had ever attain- 
ed; where, as the maſs have changed their dependencies, 
relations, and habits of thinking, their inſtitutions muſt 
undergo a ſimilar change. Every work in the creation has 
its fixed principles of exiſtence and ation. When Newton 
found out the principle of gravitation, he put to rout the 
thouſand abſurdities which preceeded this ſumple diſcovery ; 


and the ſcience of the movements of the myriads of worlds 


became intelligible to the moſt humble capacity. And, as 
ſelf· intereſt, tempered by ſympathy, is the acknowledged 
principle which regulates and governs the exiſtence and 
movements of human action and human ſociety, W 


falſe aſſertion of inexhauſtible reſources, from the pomp | 


2 


The Laws which regulate the 


give to the deſcent of 


Which appear in civil ſe 
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not account for the phznomena which have appeared 


in one ſcience, as well as thoſe which appear in another, by 


a ftri&t adherence to principle ? 


Deſcent, m or Sale of 
Property, regulate the Nature of Government. 


ProyERTY is the machinery by which ſelf-intereſt is 
worked. It is a collection of the neceſſaries, conveniences, 


and luxuries, for human uſe ; and, as long as mankind are 
ſubje& to their preſent wants, defires, and vanities, thoſe 


poſſeſs the means of i 


with which they adit of its tramfer or fole, influence the 
nature of Government; and hence the abſolute 


ſpeQing property, in order to account for the 


ociety. If the inſtitutions 
are conſonant to the ſelf-intereſt of the bulk NG 


in their preſent advanced ſtate of indepen- 
dence and induſtry, they will ftand: But, if they are re- 
pugnant to their felf- intereſt, no force, no device, can up- 
hold them. Convinced of this truth, I will ju 


validity, or fall, by the ſtandard” of the ſelf-intereſt of 


In the early and barbarous ages of Europe, the only 
which was in exiſterce, was the ſpontaneous pro- 
ductions of the earth; and when lands were monoplized, 
all power was _monopolized alſo Hence, by eſtabliſhing 


i bn pn all power be- 
came confined to theſe few. The maſs of the people were 


_ conſigned to dependence and ſlavery; and an Ariſtocratic 
deſpotiſm was eſtabliſhed over men, whoſe minds, and 


whole 


the ſervices, of thoſe who 


property, 
ume — hence the direct. on which the laws 
, the freedom or reſtraint © 


rere 


judge of their 


The Origin and Effect of the Laws for the Monopaly of N 
Property. | gf 4 


laws of primogeniture, entails. and fet- 


\ 
; 
r 


reſiſtance of ſelf-intereſt on the part of the people. 
| in the Political State of 


whoſe wants, were nothing : 
herds they attended. Bred up i ; 
to the ſoil, ſervice appeared 


parties 
which aggran- 
dized the clan, as the lord of the horde. In this Rate, 


which is the true ſtate of 
tutions founded on thoſe laws had nothing to fear from the 


R 
Europe accounted for, by confedering the a of the Laws 
ee dir 


look back on N. I 1 from which thoſe laws 
of monopoly, oriſtocracy, and deſpotiſm, originally ſprung : 
For it is from the pernicious which have fol- 
lowed from the continuation of thoſe laws of „in 
the commercial and civilized ſtate of the nations of Europe, 
that I mean to trace this phanomenon which has appeared. 
It is from the continuance of thoſe laws of primogeniture? 
entails and ſettlements, that I mean to account for the re- 


volution which as taken place in parts of Europe, and 


the truth of which will from demonſtrating how 
thoſe laws are with the ſelf-intereſt of the 


incompatible 
bulk of mankind, and how ſeverely they feel that they 


are fo. 
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| was ſo centered in clanſhip that the meaneſt 
I Ch coor in 


improvements, than a tenant on a ſhort or uncertain tenure 
which may or may not be renewed, according to the ca- 
price of a landlord, but, at all events, to be raiſed in 
proportion to the extent of the improvements be ſhall have 


But on uncultivated lands the evil is infinitely worſe : 
For, as the only inducement Man has to employ his la- 
bour, or to expend his capital, is the profit they are likely 
to yield, it can never be the intereft of a tenant on a de- 
zerminable renure to improve, at ſuch an expence as un- 
cultivated lands muſt require, for another to reap the ad- 
vantage. Hence the effe& of thoſe laws all over 2 
where they are in force, has been, that the cultivation of 


But the pernicious effeQs of theſe laws of monopoly have 
not been confined to injuring agriculture only. They have 
extended their baneful influence to every branch of political 
cceconomy. 8 


— :: 
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of a large hereditary property 
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I have obſerved, that the induſtry of nations depended on 
the ſtate of the national capital which incites it. This va- 
luable fund can be augmented only by the thrift and good 
management of individuals, and diminiſhed by their extra- 
vagance. But it is the nature of men poſſeſſed of great 
hereditary property to be extravagant, whilſt it is the nature 
of men of moderate fortunes to be the reverſe: And fo 
Fer aa 
that is, not only, not ex- 
pended in and folly, but that is not 
encumbered with conſiderable debts, for ſums borrowed 


whilſt, among men of moderate fortunes, you will not find 
one in a thouſand who has not added to the national fund 
by thrift and good management. Beſides, laws like theſe, 
founded in injuſtice, paſs, from habit, on the minds of thoſe 
who live under them, for juſtice. Hence merchants, fac- 
tors, and men who make large fortunes by their induſtry, 
are led to leave the bulk of their 
fon, and to diſinherit the reſt of their children; whereby 


immenſe ſums are drawn from the ſacred fund of induſtry, 
and vanity, inſtead of | 


to be expended in unproductive pomp 
being divided amongſt a number, —— craters 


ro employ it in the way it was originally acquired. 


Laws are ſubver, Political » in 
R 3 i Rog alſo, of 7 
Juſtice, of Nature, gd ae dir] 


Is it not from- the operation of theſe laws, that the 
vounger children of monopoliſts theſe laws create, are bred 
up in a ſtate of luxury and extra during their fa- 


ther's life-time, which they are unable to ſupport 


after, from being difinherited at his.death ? Is it not from 
the operation of theſe laws, that this extenſive claſs, who 


contract habits and wants which fit them for dependence 
and proſtitution? Is it not from J 
laws, that an eldeſt ſon is inveſted with that ſhare of pro 
perty that enables him to monopolize political Ss which 
be ſells for public money, wherewith he gratifies the wants 

and 


from the funds of induſtry, and ſquandered in idleneſs; 


to an eldeſt 


ſhould be the hopes of the genius and ſpirit of the nation, 
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and habits of his difinherited family, at the facrifice of the 
independence and patriotiſm of thoſe who are bought, and 


at the expence of the rights, the liberties and property ok 
the people, who are plundered to pay for the diſgraceful and 
ruinous purchaſe ? Is it not from the powerful impulſe of 
paternal affeQion to counteract the effects of theſe laws, by 


he had felt the force of a parent's affection, that there is 


| ſcarcely and inſtance where the father and the heir - apparent 


are not at variance, from the means which the former pur- 
ſues to prevail on the latter to provide for thoſe very chil- 


on one fon, has fo cruelly beggared ? 
The baneful effect of theſe laws, is to create a few 


overgrown rich men, and to keep the maſs of the people 


from being as opulent, as comfortable, and as independent, 
as they otherwiſe would be; by which ſocial happineſs has 


which children have been diſinherited by the parent before 


. dren, whom the ſettlement, which confers the whole eſtate 


been materially injured. Who will compare a ſtate of 


focicty, where the many are immerſed in extreme poverty, 
and the few are gorged with inordinate wealth, with a fo- 
cicty where theſe extremes are deſtroyed, and general 
diocrity pervades the entire? In this natural juſt ſtate 
the improvement of the mind and the exertion of talents 
are called forth, from their being the only means by which 


men can gratify their rational wants and deſires. The ex- 


traordinary energies of the ſoul are excited, by being the 
only means of attainiag conſideration, of conſequence, in 
the eyes of the world. Good temper, affability, and good 
manners, are cultivated, from their being the only paſſports 
to the eſteem or the aſſection of their aſſociates. This 
«ſtate fits mankind for giving, and rec iving, thoſe inter- 


changes of kindneſſes, by which friendſhips are made and 


confirmed ; whilſt eaſe, cordiality, and good ſenſe, p-rvade 


this happy ſtate, where ſociety is a rational recreation from 
rational purſuits, in which the heart, unadultcrated by va- 


nity, preferves thoſe fine-ſpun feelings which conſtitute the 
higheſt ſtate of human felicity. Contraſt this delightful 
ſtate with the meanneſs and ſervility which abje& poverty 
generates in the maſs of mankind. Contraſt it with that 
Rate in which the energy of the foul is deſtroyed in minds 


me- 
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of any exertion it need make to attain them. 
See to what adulteration the mind born to great wealth 
is Cx 


that degree of wealth which is capable of ſatisfying every 
rational defire, how vitiated and deſtructive it becomes, in 

into vanity and vice, and in purchaſing up the 
will, the opinion and independence of the poor and needy. 
Who that will not prefer that ſtate, which would reſult 
from the laws of nature and juſtice, to that by which theſe 


world? Who is fo depraved as to prefer a tinſel, gaudy, 
liſtle ſs ſet here and there, 
man wretchedneſs and 
even in the moſt 


miſery; where the human ſpecies, 


wages of induſtry, may paſs into the rapacious hands theſe 


laws have inveſted with power, without reſtraint or con- 
 troul? Who is fo depraved as to prefer this ſtate of miſery, 
formed by the extremes of wealth and poverty, drudgery 


and liſtle ſſneſs, to the chearful, 4 plenty 
and happy mediocri where, in a ion, 


- 


ty; 


the eye is feaſted with the & lightful proſpect of the higheſt 


cultivation, with habitations, emblems of clean- 


lineſs, of comfort and plenty, inhabited by a people“ 


wind neat attire, whoſe affable manner, whoſe flcek and 
joyous countenance, beſpeak moderate labour, with well- 
rewarded induſtry, whilft the ear is enraptured with the 
carol and the ſong, where the light foot beats time to the 
lighter heart, 2 a country alive to joy, to free- 
dom and to happineſs? 

Thoſe are bl-flings which theſe laws of monopoly have 
diſſipated, without conferring one ſingle bene fii in alleviation 
on mankind. If it is pretended that theſe laws are uſcfu} 


in guarding againſt the extravagance of mankind, I anſwer, . 


that the great proprietors whom thoſe laws have created, 


and whom they are ſtill, in vain, retained to ſupport, are 


the moſt extravagant claſs in focicty ; and that the few in- 


from the adulation and meanneſs by which {| 
tte indigent ſolicit its favour. See, when. the mind paſſes 


upon à ground of hu- 


populons countries where theſe laws are 
In force, are harraſſed to ſkeletons to earn ſubſiſtence ; 
whilſt the food they eat, the draught they drink, the cloaths 
| they wear, the houſe they inhabit, the air they breathe, 
and the light they ſee by, are taxed, that the hard-earned 
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ſtances of i which are to be found amongſt thoſe 
of moderate fortunes, have ariſen from their minds being 
debauched by the example of vanity and folly which theic | 
rich neighbours have ſet them. 

If it is pretended that theſe laws of monopoly oblige 
parents to provide for their children, I anſwer, that t 
are laws of diſinheritance; and, though ä 
J will appeal to you, who have felt what it is to have chil- 
dren, whether the bo bath of priced bins b not a 
ſufficient and the beſt guarrantee for the performance of 
this paramount duty; and if any one ſhould be found vile 
to deny it, he would only bear teſtimony to the 
depravity of his own heart, but not againſt the validity of [ 
aſſection.. e 
If it ſhould be pretended, that the extravagance of 


theſe few overgrown rich gives encouragement to induſtry, 
than which a more falſe or miſchievous notion cannot be 


or accredited, I anſwer, that the national in- 
duſtry, which is now expended in making the trinkets 42 
baubles, which are neither conveniences, | 
neceffaries, for thoſe over-wealthy, vents do — ; - 
and better employed in the neceflaries and com 
forts of life for the maſs of the who, by the aboll> -:.._ 
| tion of theſe laws, and the diffuſion of property, would be © 
enabled to buy and conſume them l anſwer, that it would 
be more for the comfort, the improvement and happineſs 

of mankind, if the vaſt proportion of induſtry which is now 
waſted in fabr objects of mere vanity and faſhion. 
which theſe laws create a race to conſume, in a courſe of 
emulous hoſtility, and the moſt frivolous contention that | 


ever tortured the mind or vitiated the heart—were employed 
better 


in better houſes, and in furniſhing 

cloathing and food, for the induſtrious, unvitiated claſſes, 

who the bulk of mankind. ; 
fortunes give en- 


| * If it is pretended that theſe 
couragement to the arts, I er, that the abolition of 
Ne 


9 diffuſe general education and knowledge, which is the true 
ſource of every art; and that the general opuleace of a 
nation 1s a better cuſtomer and a better encourager of the 
„ however wealthy; and that the eæhibiti- 
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ons and lyceum of an opulent nation are more likely to 
afford liberal recompence to the artiſt than the decoration 
22 | 


Befedes deftrufiive E efts Laws, they are | 
ads the Civil 2 POTS. To f | 


I will not deſcend to prove that the Rights of Man are 
unalienable and impreſcriptible, not to expoſe the rant ang 
declamation which would ſet up the abſurd inſtitutions of an 
infant, ignorant, barbarous age, for eternal laws to bind 
mankind, in the moſt matured, the moſt aged and enlight- | 
ened times of the world. But, holding in contempt and | 
deteſtation every inſtitution, however rooted by time, or | 
by force or corruption, which is incompatible 
with the » happineſs and intereſts of Man, Iwill 
aſſume it 2s an indiſputable A, that mankind are entitled 
to, and muſt poſſeſs, every right their ſtate of | 
and advancement in civil fociety, enables them to clainn or 
maintain; and that their own ignorance and incapacity 
are the only barriers which can ſtand between them and | 
their fulleſt enjoyment. I feel happy in having brought 
this great queſtion to this point, in which every civil and 
political right of Man is concentrated: For it is in ſeruti- 
nizing the merits of thoſe prediſpoſing laws which regulate | 
the paſſage and transfer of property, that a few ſimple 
principles, which explain the means by which the Rights 
of Man can be ſecured, muſt put to rout thoſe volumes, | 
with which the advocates for civil, political and religious 
deſpotiſm, bigotry and prejudices, have fo long diſtrafted | 
the mind of the European world. The hiſtory of every 
age, and of every nation, bears and invariable teſ- 
timony, that it Us principle in the nature of Mon to abuſe 
the power with which he has been inveſted, and that the 
only effeQtual controul is that which reſts in the hands of | 
the people, by whom, and for whoſe uſe, the power was 
delegated, and who are the moſt intereſted that it ſhould ,* 
1 „, coma for which it was | 


given. 


1. 


| ſhall attain them and keep them, who can 
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If, then, it cannot be controverted, that property gives 
the means of influencing the conduct and commanding the 
ſervices of others, who will aſſert that thoſe laws, which 
monopolize property, do not furniſh the few, in whoſe fa- 
vour the act, with the means of monopolizing power 
alſo? Who will aſſert, that thoſe laws which prevent pro- 
perty from ſpreading, and creating a number of ſmall pro- 
prietors, do not prevent the exiſtence of the only controul 
by which thoſe who become inveſted with power can be 
checked or reftrained'? If the true queſtion be, not about 
the Rights of Man, but about the beſt means by which ha 
in favour 
of laws which create y of power and uſurpation of 
_ a cy ay _ cy Vs Bc 
of the people can either be gained or preferved ? 
I » hn r 


ize the whole of a 
ors, it will 


ut. The power which the great proprietor ex- 


erciſes over his tenant as an elector, is fatal: As landlord, 


hopes of rencwal and of indulgence, and the dread of 


immediate conſiderations with the elector, than the indi- 


ing from the exerciſe of 
Ys. a So wholly deſtructive are thoſe 


hey exiſt, no has device 
can be invented for eſtabliſhing reſtraints by which thoſe 
inveſted with power can be controuled. During the conti- 
nuance of thoſe laws, extending the _ of clection to 

tue 
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the poorer citizens, would, under the appearance of adding 
to the ſtrength of the conſtituent body, be to dilute its 
force, by pouring in on it a vaſt quantity of abfolute weak- 


neſs. To violate the right of univerſal ſuffrage, is to in- 


| fringe the moſt ſacred right of Man. But as long as thofe 
hws of monopoly exiſt, the general exerciſe of the right, 
under the appearance of democracy, renders ariſtocracy om- 
nipotent. The people, who act from their feelings, have 
felt the full force of theſe truths. Hence the indifference 


they have ever ſhe wn for all plans of reform which have been 
from conviction, that, under the influence of 
of 


thoſe laws of monopoly, no extcnfion of the right of election 
could confer on them any real advantage. 


Hew muck it is the intereſt of the Rich to aboliſh thoſe Laws of 


laws of y, I have demonſtrated that they are ſub- 
verſive of the induſtry and wealth of nations. of the laws 
of juſtice, of nature, and of focial happineſs, and of the 


demonſtrated that thoſe laws are repugnant to the ſelf-in- 
tereſts of mankind, what being, endued with reaſoning 
faculties, but muſt perceive the rottenneſs of the ground 
which every inſtitution and privilege which are ſupported 

dy thoſe laws muſt ſtand on? Who that muſt not be con- 
vinced of the infatuated folly of thoſe men, who, on the 
brink of bankruptcy, after laviſhing fuch oceans of blood, 
and ſuch millions of wealth, in a vain attempt to ſupport 
thoſe laws, would not conſent to their abolition, when 
they could have fecured, to themſelves and their families, 
ſuch enviable conditions, with the thanks and eſteem of 
their fellow citizens? Who does not perceive the want of 
intellect in thoſe men who poſſeſs property, to which the 
people lay no claim, in allying their cauſe, and in placing 
their ſafety on the ſame footing with thoſe men who live 
by corruption, for betraying the rights and liberties of 
their country, and whoſe wages are paid with public money 
wrung from the hard hand of the peaſant, in reward foc 
their treaſonable, parricidal ſervice * Who docs not fee, 
that, 


civil and political Rights of Man—in a word, if I have 


Ir, in this ſummary of the deſtructive effects of thoſe ö 


mined, 


nn — chm aero. 
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that, from-the perilous ſtate to which the continuance of 
thoſe laws had reduced property, imperious neceſſity called 
upon thoſe who poſſeſſed it, to free it from all its reſtraints 
in deſcent, transfer, and ſale; whereby the numbers intereſted 
is &s preſervation weeld have bem augmented, whilſt the num- 
ber, intereſled in it. fron would have been diminiſhed ? 
But, alas! ſo powerfully does the thirſt for domi 
coin over the wrecked, vidiate the mind which has once 
taſted its intoxicating ſpirit, to fuch a degree does it 
paralize the reaſon, that, even in the jaws of death, the 
hand which has once graſped power, will hold it with a 
pertinacity not to be looſened. But if men will not cloſe 
their eyes, and abandon their reaſon, can they avoid per- 
that monopoly and uſurpation have been under- 
by the revolution which has m the ſtate 
of property and knowledge, arifing from the arts, from 
education and commerce, Lich have made dach rapid pro- 
ty toy wort gd» 4 


preſs? Can they be ſurprized, that, as thefe inventions 
were unknown and inoperative in the preceding ages of 


appeared in the annals of mankind? If they doubt that 
theſe powerful and novel cauſes have produced this ſtupen- 
dous revolution, let them compare the preſent ſtate of fo- 
ciety, in which the great cauſes are exhibiting ſuch impor - 
tant effeAs, with the barbarous ages from which theſe de- 
firuQtive laws of difinheritance, monopoly and — 


originally ſprung. 


A Compariſon between the State of Seciety when theſe Lews of 
Monopoly originated, and the preſent. 


See the ruſtic baron, formerly inhabiting his gothic 
caſtle in the midſt of his vaſſals, whoſe $4clity and ſer- 
vice he purchaſes by beſtowing the whole produce of his 
demeſnes on their maintenance, and whofe obedience he 


_ enforces by a conſtant refidence among them ſee this ſu- 


perintendant of flaves, this grazier of vaſfals, transformed 
at preſent into a fine gentleman, reſiding in the capital, 


where he expends he whole of bo nes in ſelfiſh grati- 
fication and vanities, amongſt men from whom it procures 
| him 
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him neither allegiance nor obedience. The vaſſals whoſe 
attachment was eſtabliſhed by blending their intereſt with 
their lords, are now transformed into tenants, with inte- 
reſts in direct oppoſition to that of their landlords, of whom 
the know little more than what they feel from the extor- 
tion of their agents or bailiffs—the one exaQting the abſo- 
lute diſpoſal of the rights of the elector; the other deſirous 
to enjoy it himſelf—the one endeavouring to gain the 
higheſt rents on the ſhorteſt tenure ; the other as much in- 
tereſte d in gaining the very reverſe. But it is not in the 
total alteration which has taken place in this claſs only, 
that we are to look for the want of ſupport which thefe 
laws at preſent experience. Thoſe numerous, indepen- 
dent and enlightened claſſes, which have been introduced 
into ſociety by the introduction of commerce, the arts, 
and the preſs, have been an entire addition; —claſſes who 
earn their livehhood, free, not only from all feudal depen- 
dencics, but even from the influence which the expeQation 
of renewals, or the hopes of indulgence, create—artizans, 
neither knowing nor caring by whom the goods they have 
for the factor may be bought or confumed; 
whereby, as the arts, manufactures and commerce advance, 
the numbers whoſe i e enables them, whoſe 
knowledge inſtructs them, whoſc: ſelf-intereſt impels them, 
to reſiſt thoſe laws of monopoly of property and power, 
muſt be nted. See how commerce and the preſs 
have gained on deſpotiſm throughout the world, in an exact 
proportion as theſe great and operative cauſes have made 
their way in the ſeveral nations of the earth. Sce how 
exactly learning, induftry, and commerce, have kept pace 
with liberty, in every quarter of the globe. See how theſe 
great bene factors of the human race, the compaſs and the 
preſs, have fitted mankind to comprehend and to promote 
their ſelf-intereſt, in every country where they are knowa. 
Compare the ages which precede their invention, with the 
age in exiſtence: Compare the ſcanty population, com- 
poſed of tyrants and vaſſals, plunged in the depths of ig- 
norance, ſuperſtition and darkneſs; without one of the 
conveniences, and with but few of the neceſſarics of life; 
without the preſs to print, and the poſt to circulate know- 
ledge 3 without books, without induſtry, without emula- 
tion, 
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tion, incitement or colliſion; exhibiting a corruption of 
the lavage ſtate, without one of the advantages of civiliza- 
tion: Look back to this ſtate of barbariſm, ignorance, 
rapine, ſuperſtition and de ſpotiſm, to whoſe le giflative wiſ- 
dom ſuch ſolemn appeals are hourly made: Look back on 
thoſe anceſtors, to whoſe confummate i of the 
principles of civil and political liberty you are indebted for 
thoſe laws of monopoly—thoſe laws which, by wreſting 
the power of controul from the hands of the » and 
_ veſting their rights and property in the hands of a few ſelf- 
conſt tuted legiflators, have left lawleſs power at large to 
involve the nations of Europe in carnage, in famine, in 
blood, and in bankruptey : Can it be matter for aſtoniſh- 
ment that ſuch laws, from ſuch an origin, ſhould have 
cauſed ſuch a complication of diforders in a civilized ſtate ? 
If you have a doubt remaining, trace the gradual progreſs 
of the European mind from darknefs to light, from thral- 
dom to freedom: See it placing its ſelf-intercſt in the 
ſtricteſt obſervance of paſſive obedience and non- xe ſiſtance 
to a junto of prieſts and deſpots, from a faith and belicf 
that the more entire the ſacrifice of every right and every 
bleſſing in this world, the more certain the attainment of 
eternal happineſs in the world to come : See it, from this 
loweſt Rate of degradation, arrive at a fort of colliſion of 
ſcntiment from ſchifms, placing its ſelf-intereſt in the ſuc- 
ceſs of one ſect over another, between whom the moſt fri - 
volous diſtinction created a difference: See this colliſion of 
ſentiment advance to concerns of this world, in the con- 
tentions of faQions and parties, where ſe lf. intereſt was 
placed in the triumph of one ſet of leaders over their 
rivals: See the public mind, hoping, from time to time, t to 
promote its ſelf-intereſt by a change of kings and mint ers, 
and uniformly deceived by ſome wretched pdlliativ -, hs 
pcace-offcring of men inveſted with power for prof. ſions 
made to attain it; until, enlightened by education, con- 
viaced by frequent and oem experience, that a change 
ol men could never eure diſeaſes which require a change 
of ſyſto m, diſengaged from all thoſe falſe mediums which 
ſtood between it and its ſelf- intereſt, aud looking dire Aly 
at the nature of government, the publie mind has at length 
arrived at the great truth, that as it is the nature of Man 
| to 
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© maintenance of Mans right ſhould 
even the virtue of thoſe inveſt - 
ſtate of the i nce and 


by whom, and for tranſacting 
they are choſen ; that without independence, 
people cannot exerciſe a free and unbiafſed election, 
and that without know they cannot judge how far the 
| conduct of their delegates has entitled them to be re-cleQed | 
| j On theſe few truths muſt the rights | 


; your children ; and truſt me, that, when they are 
5 22 no bayonet can force them, no cor- 
ruption deſtroy them, no chains can bind them, no 
Fortified with theſe truths, do not eſtimate 
— 2 by the courſe ſhe has run in 
me centuries paſt : But be affured, that the period has at 
arraved, that after her flow and tedious 
be through the regions of darkneſs, ſhe quickens her 
114 heat and licht, and biazes on an 


Vn. ond that 
„ 


on their continuance in every other country in Europe— 
when I ſee every reſtraint which ſtood between 
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due afergation end jeafiiucies, by which they live in fuch 
affluence, were more firmly eſtabliſned than ever. But, 


true to thoſe principles which I have already advanced, I 
rr 


eſſſe cts of deluſion, which can be but 


of principle muſt be eternal; and that what has appeared 
be the defiruQtion of liberty, is in fact the laſt effort of ex- 


, whilſt thoſe 
to 


damental code by which S 
bliſhe d Whence, then, this ſtupendous revo- 
lution, whoſe novelty and magnitude have aſtoniſhed the 
world ? France, a prey to an intriguing, abandoned court, 
a prey to an inſole nt, profligate and frivolous ariſtocracy, 
a prey to a monſtrous overgrown clergy, the extremes of 
and — 2 under a 
defpotiſm : Whilſt France, from become more 
commercial, and from a more extenſive uſe of the 


of 


having r 
| the other abſolute deſpotiſms M Europe, was prepared to 
make a revolution; — and of 


its deſpotiſm, exuibobad dy 6s cn of Gs Os 
ſemblance of repreſentation, brought oa that bankruptcy 


which was the fignal of its commencement ; yes! France, 


goadcd by the extravagance and infolence of this 
cation of tyranny on one fide, and freed and enlightened 


by commerce and the preſs on the other, aboliſhed thoſe 
laws of 
pillars that ſupported 


repreſentative democracy 


hes toe miles als fite. This is the Revolution which 


thoſe of depraved and vitiated fouls, callous to the fla 


"ey 
of twenty-five millions of ſuffering people, but alive to the 
downfall of a vicious court and courtiers, have 


reviled and vilifted. This is the Revolution which thoſe 


who prefer lettrex de cacket to trial by Jury, and the 4 


of rapacious deſpotiſm to the grants of 
have loaded with their invectives. This is ihe Revolution 
w 


e 
— 3 4 
1 2 an. 
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| which thoſe who admire the corve, the taille, the gabelle, 
' the farm of tobacco, and the myriad of tyrannies it has 
aboliſhed, have loaded with abuſe. This is the Revolution 
at which thoſe who have railed, who regret the ſyſtem of 
neral, and the ſanguinary code by which thoſe 
Jeeches fucked the blood and wealth of induftrious millions, 
to ſupply the waſte and extravagance of rapacious de ſpots. 
This is the Revolution againſt which infuriated bigotry has 
vomited its rankeſt and fouleſt ſcurrilities, for having dif- 
banded half a million of drones, who, living in idleneſs, 
exerted themſelves to iacreaſe the days of idlenefs of others; 
wallowing part in filth and part in luzuries, and all an 
abomination to that creation, whoſe Creator they affected 
n without adding © grom 
to its 

This is the Revolution which the maſs of the People of 
Europe behold with delight from a f. 
that the abolition of thoſe laws of monopoly could alone 
deſtroy that corruption, extravagance and uſurpation, by 
which their ſeveral governments have reduced them to 
| that ſlate of diſtreſs from which the utmoſt exertions 
of i cannot relieve, them, and from conviction 
that the abolition of the 
democratic independence and conſequence, by which their 
rights, their 1 and their could be ſecured. 
This is the Revolution which 1 entreat you will conſider 
as nothing more, or nothing leſs, than the abolition of 
thoſe laws of peimegeniere, entails and ſettlements. 


For that this, and this only, was the Revolution of France, 


T will not only prove, but alſo, that the civil diſcord, 
the maſſacres, the famines, the carnage and bankruptcies, 


with which this Revolution has been attended, have 


been committed by that combination of corruption and 
deſpotiſm, which have been exerted, not only to deſtroy 
the Revolutien, but to exterminate the people who 
made it. 


The 


e 


ympathy of feeling, 


laws only could create that 


CR. ͤͤ ²˙ A EE INGER 


| foltered theſe treaſons, intrigues, and civil 


ed and paid for thoſe treaſons, intr 
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The Rewo/utiin of France was nothing more than the abalition of 
thoſe Laws of Monopoly ; and all the calamity and bloodſhed 
with which it has been attended, were cauſed by thoſe who 
conſpired againſt it. 


For more than three years, from May 1789, to Auguſt 
1792, never did the world a Revolution which 
for its magnitude, was of ſuch unparalleled mildneſs: 
Never before was the ſubje& of how Man may be beſt pro- 
tected and governed, ſo freely, fo ably diſcuſſed; and ne- 
ver was there fo a conſpiracy formed, as that 
which was plotting, So Ob 2nd to contrive its de- 
ſtruction. It is time to unmaſk the real authors of thoſe 
unparalleled crimes, which have brought ſuch une xampled 
calamities upon the nations of Europe. Can it dg ne 
that the Miniſter of and his 
reſorted to means long ne 
Can it be denied, that de has expended millions of the 
wealth of Great Britain, for the infernal purpoſe of 


ing maſſacre, and famine, and arch, and civil em. 


motion, in France ? Was it not from the not thee | 
theſe were his acts, N 
to ſubmit to thoſe extraordinary means for ſurpreſſing in- 
and treaſons? Was it not he who nurtured and 


commotions, 
which enabled Rotefpierre to eſtabliſh his tyrannical power? 
If it cannot be denied that the Miniſter of Fngland foment- 

I and civil com- 
motions ; if it cannot be denied, that without his aid 
and aſſiſtance, thoſe treaſons, intrigues, and civil comm̃õ- 
tions, could not have been pad, and if it cannot be 
denied, that, without theſe intrigues, treaſoũs, and civil 


— . From © would not have been 
obliged to ſubmit to a murderous tyrant—nor could the 


tyrant have had means to eſtabliſh his power—who but the F 
Miniſter of Englnd, and his — 1 "are the = 
authors of the maſſacres, the carnage and” which 

have refulted? Why then, ſhould he —— E — 
creants of his begetting * Have they not proved themſelves 
his faithful allies, by being the moſt dreadful ſcourge with 
which a people ever were ficad, to the People of — 
and have they not proved the moſt — 


| off his 


vel may the 
he has ſhed, whoſe wealth he has waſted, whoſe induſtry 
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It is not that fort of warfare practiſed by civilized na- 


NC i cmnny Bins fo? os gained, or any diſ- 
advantages his enemy ſuffered. No! the bern of Dun- 
kirk and Tournay, and the dif, in, and flight out of 
Holland, ſhew how little his genius is nds awed bs © 
liberal, generous warfare. Hi ius lies in fraud, deceit 
and cunning dark, infernal and crooked. Tbeſe are the 
qualities hie h have enabled him to create a horde of aſſaſ- 


- fins in France, who drained that nation of more blood, and 


; More millions, in two years, than could have been expend- 
ed in ten of warfare. Theſe 
are the qualities which enabled him to create that gang of 
aſſaſſins by whoſe hands he butchered ſome of the greateſt 
genius that ever appeared. By theſe curſed aſſaſſins has he 
ſpread maſſacre, and „ and famine, and plunder, 
and annrehy, and civil war, over the faireſt portion of the 
creation. Why, then, difown theſe miſereants of his be- 
getting? Was it not by means of theſe very aſſaſſins, 
ptr £ nes, das cnat 
he deceived, deluded and terrified the People of England ? 
Has he not made the terror of their crimes the means by 
which he terrified the nation to inveſt him with abſolute 
power? Has not this terror been the means by which he 
has ſubje cted the wealth of the Britiſh Empire, even to 
bankruptcy, at his diſpoſal? Well may the ſuffering Peo- 
© ple of Frauce call him the of the human race; and 
People of the Britiſh Empire, whoſe blood 


he has whoſe liberty he has d-ſtroyed, deſig- 
nate him by a like appellation. After he had laid Liberty 


| Proſtrate from one extremity of France to the other, and 
after he had left her, as he imagined, expiring in agony 
under the myriads of wounds the aſſaſſins raiſed by his 
power had ceit her, he repreſented the tragedy in the 
really aQted in France. Transforming the characters, and 
ſuch other deceptions 
| purpoſe, he announced it by on. He 
Robeſpierre at the head of his gang of aſſaſſins, armed with 
reeking daggers, and beſmeared with the blood of that 


» Liberty they * — whoſe fair form he made them 


aſſume. 


power with which a Miniſtcr was ever furniſhed ? 


as beſt ſuited his diabolical 


thing in it which has the 
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aſſume. . "Cater this foul and monſtrous fraud, whilſt horror 
had appall<d every faculty of his ſpe ctators, he aſked them, 
if that was the Liberty they v wiſhed to embrace? Every one 
that was weak, timid, ignorant, or credulous, was deceived. + 
They inſtantly ſhrunk from Liberty, whoſe breath ſtunk 

in their r the fumes ; of the blood of the mur- 
dered; and 


CY: nd bs thank. of peace, Se} cxcono- 
my, or reformation, wete ſuppoſed to be in the fore · ground 


ol guillotines with daggers in their hands and to have had 


the hearts of aſſaſſins. The 


triumph of the Minifter was 
complete over the inert, befotted maſs of the People. 
He brought Liberty to be deteſted, and power and 
under the appellation of coafidence and ſtrong 
— 4 
1 — 
Granting that the triumph of the Britiſh Miniſter over 
the intereſts and Liberties of the People of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and over the ſenſes of the — 28 
the ignorant and the timid, has been complete—is there any 
of ſtability or per- 
manence ? Has it not been attained by corruption, by 
force, and deluſion? Are not the means of force and 
corruption nearly exhauſted ? And how ſtands — 
deceĩving the deluded into a belief, that the abolition 
thoſe laws of monopoly of property and power, was 


— —ũ——— — —— 


-_ * 


the cauſe of the anarchy, maſſucre and famine with which 


France was aſſected, and that their abolition in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland would be attended with fimilar conſe- 
Miniſter derived that powerful ſupport, by | 
which he has endeavoured to re-eſtabliſh thoſe laws of ; 
rere a 
abolition in England. But are not facts coming to light | 
eve ry hour, which develope the deceit he has — 
From the deſtruction of thoſe aſſaſſins his power had raiſed, : 
have not the wounds which Liberty received in France been ö 
viſibly healing ? Has not that Liberty which was ſaid to 
have expired in France already re-appeared? And has ſhe 
not proclaimed to Europe the ſuborners and authors of her 
allafination? * 
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aſſaſſination? Is not the memory of thoſe aſſaſſins univer- 
ſally odious in France, and are not the aſſiſtants and inſtru- 
ments of their ſlaughter and tyranny held in abhorrence ? 
Since the abolition of thoſe laws of monopoly, have not the 
Liberties of France gained ſtrength and ſecurity every hour, 
notwithſtanding the infernal means which have been uſed to 
deſtroy them? Is it not a fact, that ſince the <xtirpation of 
the aſſaſſins, and that the treaſons and maſſacres fomented, 
and paid for by the Britiſh Miniſter have been got under, the 
Government of France has been one of the mildeſt that ever 
appeared? But if theſe facts will not convince the moſt be- 
ſotted delufion, that the calamities, not only of France, but 
of Great Britain and Ireland, have been cauſed by this con- 
ſpiracy, which, for theſe laſt five years has laviſhed fuch 
oceans of blood, and ſuch millions of wealth, to prevent 
the abolition of thoſe laws of monopoly—let them look 
to our preſent condition for confirmation ? Is there an hour 
that we do not receive fome freſh wound in our liberty, 
or in our credit? Are not our burdens multiplying, as our 
weakneſs and inability to bear them increaſes? Have not 
all the ſymptoms of approaching diffolution made their ap- 
pearance? Has not the perilous aſpect of our ruinous ſtate 
baniſh our ſpecie, and has not paper been uſed to replace 
it? Have not taxation and owing been exhauſted, and 
are we not drained by a forced requiſition, as unjuſt as ca- 
pricious? In the name of truth and of juſtice, upon what 
pretence has this man and his ices ſet themſelves up 
as the champions of liberty, of property, of religion and 
order, in this cruſade againſt the abolition of thoſe laws 
for the monopoly of property and power? What! is virtue 
fo impotent, that her cauſe ſhould have loſt ground every 
hour, though aided by the influence and power which ariſe 
from the collection and expenditure of twenty-two millions 
of annual revenue, with the additional influence and power 
which ge borrowing and expenditure of two hundred 
millions in five years has furniſhed, with powerful fleets 
and numerous armics, with abſolute power over the per- 
ſons and properties of thoſe who oppoſe him? Or, is vice 
ſo prevalent over virtue, that our cauſe ſhould gain ground 
during five years that ſuch unparalleled tyranny has been 
uſed to defeat us, difarmed, without money, without any 

Mmeuls 
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means of influencing whatever, but what we derive from an 
appeal to the underſtanding and reaſon? And even in this 
our only recourſe we labour under a thouſand oppreſſions. 
The advocates for our are loaded with riches, 
and what are falſely called honours; their wretched pro- 
ductions are circulated, and their doctrines inculcated, by 
corruption and terror; whilſt the advocates on our fide are 
perſecuted, and their writings ſuppreſſe 

of virtue to ſhrink from the light, rr 
Is it the nature of vice to court i „and to to 
in and truth ? On this alone would I reſt the 
cauſe l contend for. Or: this alone would I contend that 
_ our's is the cauſe of virtue, and that our is the 
cauſe of vice. It were blaſphemy againſt the Omnipotent : 
it were to inveſt vice with the all-powerful arm of virtue, 
and to inveſt virtue with the i of vice: it were 
to accuſe the of eſtabliſhed a govern- 
Ir 


tent, and the Godhead gone. Yet it is on this blaſphem- 
ous hypotheſis that the abolition of thoſe laws for the mo- 


rn? It is on 
that the abolition of thoſe laws of mono- 
ply 3nd the een ofthe confitrio have been 
ible one with the other. As theſe are the 
—— 
by which we have been involved in this war of extermina- 
tion with France, and ia this ſmothered war which is ready 
to bars cut in ones Brin and Diund, they hauls vn 
probed to the bottom. 


uebi te Bolin dh, Lows db. 


| Berorz we bad riſked ſo a flake as our all, in 
a war omen, we Backs hace Slams en 
amined, and have been thoroughly convinced, that thoſe 
deadly difeaſes with which the Conſtitution was faid to be 
ſeized were not founded in trurh. We ſhould have endea- 


actual ſtate, which has deen ti h the nation, 


with the well-known averfion of mankind to alteration in 


F government, 


d. Is it the nature 


voured to reconcile the perfection of the conſtitution in its 
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ton and Liberties of England and Ireland ; and it is by the 
actual exiltence of this reſtriftion only that they can be 
erved. 

In a ſtate where lands are almoſt the only ſpecies of pro- 
perty, where they are in the of but a few, and 
where the monopoly is ſupported by 
human proſperity and happineſs as the laws of pammagent- 
. cntail- and ſettlement, 83 
land into a diſtinct branch of the 
and inveſting them with thoſe powers any with whicd by 
the conſtitution the Lords are inveſted, was one of the hap- 
I 
would attempt to 
deſtroy. Hut when, from the i of luxuries and 
vanities, thoſe great proprietors have been tempted to part 
with theic lands—when, by the * various evaſions of thefe 
laws of „they have been enabled to do ſo—when, 
the hundredth part of the lands of the nation —and when, 
from the vaſt influx of capital, and what is called 
Propertys triple the value of the fee-ſumple 
„ thoſe once ſole proprietors do not poſſefs 
CO nn property—can 
the mind of man conceive a greater abſurdity, than that 
ſuch a monſtrous revolution in the national property muſt 


nas be etfawed by = vail and important tangy i 
of the Lords as a branch of the 


nature of things that the Lords as fol: propric 


ſandth part o 


candition, and the Lords not poſſeſſed of the thou- 
the national property in their preſent condition, 
can have the power in the one caſe as in the other? As 
long as t.'e Lords were the great and powerful barons, they 
could maintain their ſituation with eaſe, by reſting upon 
their own ſtrength as proprietors. As long as the Crown 
was poſſeſſed of its extenſive demeſnes, and dare d to exer- 
eiſe deſpotic power, fo averſe is man to eondeſcend to uſe 
any other means as long as he dares to uſe force, that both 
the crown and the Lords abſtained from corrupting the de- 


* The Laws paſſed is the Reign of Heary vn. and the evaſions of Pines 


and Recoveries, 
| legates 


ee eas 8 
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nent * of thoſe principles I have ſupported, who gives a 
decided opinion that the Lords could not exiſt one year, 
v ithout their proprietorſhip in the Commons, and their ſale 


to the Crown? or, in other words, that they would not 


- A „** — — 264 © 


22244 nn 


. 
—— —11 ig of big 


* They know that the Houſe of Lords is ſupported by its comeZicrs with 
the Crown and with the Houſe of Commons; and that without this double 
connection, the Lord: could not exiſt a fingle year,” 

6 6 | BDrazg's Letter to the Duke of PoaTLarD, p. 70. 
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advances the charge, after being driven from their ancient 
condition by the inflexible order of nature, are themſelves 
the real innovators, and the real uſurpers et ſo 
do I find myſelf on this great conſtitutional that L 
will diſcuſs it ſtill farther, even with thoſe who contend that 
theſe laws of monopoly ſhould be continued, to ſupport the 
proprietorſhip of the Lords in the Commons. 


arguments againſt this pro- 
CCNA that if it is 
to continue theſe laws of 
purpoſe of ſupporting this proprietorſhip of the national 
the ſyſtem of muſt ſtand 
charged with all the evils with which I have alceady ſhewn 


the continuance of theſe laws is attended—the — ny 


tion of agricultuce—the diverting of the ſacred funds of 
induſtry from to channels of waſte, extra- 
vagener and folly, in which there is no reproduction what- 


„ in all it branches 


po- 
EET 


happineſs—the deſtruction of the laws of nature and juſ- 
tice, whereby the younger children of the rich are brought 


up to a ſtate of dependence which prepares them for profti- 


tution ; but, above all, the deſtruction of civil 5 poli- 
tical liberty, by generating the few with diſpoſitions and 
means to influence, bribe and debauch the conſtituent body, 
and by reducing the conftitnent body to that ſtate of de- 
pendence and poverty which renders it habie to be influ- 
enced, bribed and debauched. But this proprietory ſyſtem 


contains vices, inherent in its nature, fo deſtructive and fa- . 


tal, that I will not dwell on any which are not purely its 


+ own. ladeed, I ſhall confine myſelf to one, and that no 
4 lefs concluſive than that it nat cnly contains the ſeeds of its own 


* within its ewn beſem, but that the time of that 
diſlolution, 
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Tua the Proprietary ſyſtem is « ſuicide. 


Bremume at the Reyolution, when this ſyſtem of 


of the national repreſentation, and the con- 


had their commencement, and taking 
century which has intervened as a fair of 


it wilt be found that they have 


wo 


9 years, from 1688, to 2697, Debt 


21,615,748 
5 yen, from 169, wo yet, Did pu, q 
EIS. 31,336,609 
SSL | „ f 
137,606, % 
7,339,000 


242,660,308 


Total Debt 


from 2 688, to 1998, 


eee 
| k will be foond, by reſerring to the hiſtory of the pe- 
| every ſi 


and retrenchment ſhould arreſt the fatal career but that 


fo W » fo inevitable is bankruptcy 


and ruin to this ſyſtem of proprietorſhip and corruption, 


that, under the various changes of Miniſters, every one of 
them has departed, leaving irrefutable — oo this de- 
ftruQive principle was attached to the f 
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78 
deny that this vaſt revolution in property and in 
occaſion a great revolution in government 


| of this vaſt revolution which has made its 
| the European world, what becomes of the 
theſe wonder-working Jacobins? If theſe are the 

and powerful cauſes which have ſhaken old and inveterate 
| Prejudices of barbarous ages, why the jargon that Jacobins 
are the revolutioniſts? If thoſe 
| great and as operative in Great Britain and LY 
France, why call them French principles? If this great 
revolution in property and in mind be the real cauſe of this 
revolution in Europe, why confine it to France? Has 
not this revolution in property, and have not theſe wonder- 
ful effe&s of the Prefs, taken place in Great Bruain and 
Ireland? Why ſhould they not operate in the one as well as 
in ibe other? Or, are the people to be deluded by names ? 
[1,} Are they to be taken in with the cant and jargon of © good 

6 "old pri I 


es, at a time when every good principle has 
to uſurpation, corruption and deſpotic power, 
every flaviſh and tyrannic principle has been made 
replace them? In the name of Heaven, where will the 
inſolence of this man and his accomplices end? Con- 
. traſt the conduct and views of the People with the Miniſ- 
ter's acts. The People claim the reſtitution of that re- 
preſentation, which ever has, and ever mult form, the 
only baſis upon which, not only the conſtitution and li- 
bertizs of Britain and Ireland can reſt, but that upon which 


and that 


to 


only the Liberties of Mankind can be ſupported. Yer for 
this have the Miniſter and his accomplices reviled them as 
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obſerve how utterly this 
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foreign would have prevented, for the friends of 
Liberty to wiſh to have the recital fu d. For the 
preſent, I ſhall only obſerve, that the Revolution of 1688, 


which in England was a triumph of liberty over bigotry | 
and deſpotiſm, was in Ireland a Revolution from a ſyſtem + 


of predatory warfare and tyranny againſt perſons, opi- \ 


nions and pr 


operty, to a more orderly and t-ealized ſyſtem | 


of national debaſement and plunder. We lay proſtrate, | 


deſpicable and overwhelmed with wretchedneſs, until a 
ſpack of liberty ſtruck from the American conteſt, grew 
into a flame ſtrong enough to melt the viſible chains with 
which Great Britain has bound us, but too weak to reach 


ö 


b 


thoſe ſecret bonds by which a few fadions of the moſt 


coatemptible traitors delivered the grea 


of their country into the hands of foreign agents, for 
which they were rewarded with the wreck and remaant to 


be ſcrambled for by the moſt ſhameleſs, abject, hungry 


crew, that ever fold themſelves to another country, or that 


ever betrayed their own. An attempt, indeed, was made 
to deſtroy them; but it was the effort of contracted bi- 
gotry, and ſerved but to expoſe its impotences At the 
inſtant it meitated the deſtruction of one uſurpation, it 
' fought to ſet up another, under the wicked and fooliſh pro- 
ject of the liberties of one million upon the 
ſlavery of three millions. But when France, containing 


t and eſſential rights 


25,000,000 of Catholics, more the capital of the Catholic 


| than even Rome—when France, the country 


where the Catholic of Ireland were principally 
educated, and where the plundered and perſecuted Iriſh 
Catholics had for centuries found an afylum—when this 
great Catholic nation eſtabliſhed her liberties on the ruin of 


religious and political thraldom ; the Proteſtant of Ireland 


were convinced that no particular religion, in this enlight- 
ened ſtate of the European world, was incompatible wich 
political free dom; whilft the ſpirit and ability with which 
the Catholics of Ireland demanded their liberties, was an 


proof in the eyes of their Proteſtant countrymen 1 


unerring 

that they were entitled to gain them. Thus the erroneous 

opinion on which our diviſions and weaknefs were founded, 

was deſtroyed by the Revolution of France; and the bigotry 

and tyranny by which our iſland has been debaſed and 
G2 _ Grgraded 


. - * * 


| — get You faw the propriety of your national 


for Ireland, religious 


23 


degraded for fix hundred years in the eyes of the world, has 
been eradicated from the minds of the people. The banns 
have been indiſſolubly folemnized, and TE IX TAU Li- 
BERTIES OF IRELAND MUST BE THE FRUITS OF THEIR 
vo. From this period, a period the moſt auſpicious 
concerns have been to their 
proper place, between the individual and his God, to whom 
alone they belong. From this period, the only difference 
exiſting among us has been between the nation which de- 
mands her rights and a few traitors who uſurp and withhold 
them. The hiſtory of the conteſt is too recent, and too 


deeply engraved on your feelings, to require to be 


detailed. You hare marked th —— 
Infant voice of Catholic Liberty er 
and bigotry. rr in 


a higher key, and a more peremptory tone, ſtrike upon the 
Fears or the. convenienas of the Nan Miſery and i 
of little conſequence to inquire, whether it reverberated on 
r or om its impotence to 
reſiſt the mandate of a Britiſh Miniſter, or on both It is 
enough to mark, that the fame men who fo infolenty ſpurn- 
ed the modeſt claims of the Catholics of Ireland to a part of 
their rights, and pledged their lives and fortunes to refiſt 
them for ever, in the fame breath, at the mandate of the 
Britiſh Miniſter, conceded, with a meanneſs in perfect con- 
formity with their former infolence, theſe very rights they 
had fworn never to yield. Th hve fins. the national 
Union advancing with increaſing vigour and ſpirit, from the 
attainment of a part of their rights, to a bold and manly 


ion * capitulate, and make a virtual acknow- 
leegement of their uſurpation You faw the tribe of bo- 
rough- whoſe lives have been ſpent in the baſeſt 
veaality, proſtitution and treaſon, attend the Houſe of Com- 
mons with plans of reform. You faw the moſt bigoted 
_ufurpers anxious to atone for former perſecution, by the 
moſt ardent profeſſions in favour of Catholic freedom. The 
Proteſtant mind was elated with the proſpeR of immediate 


® See the Reſolution in the Commons Journals of declaratory of their 
— WOE ee 
Reform, 
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lately abandoned, that, in the pleaitade of their power, they 
may wreak their veng2ance on the nation, for the joy with 
| which it had celebrated their former diſmiſſal. At the very 
| inftant that a coloſſean power, combining a population of * 
fifty millions, with all the fire and enterprize of Republican 
| ardour, threatens the annihilation cf the Britiſh Empire, 
| regardleſs of every confideration but his own aggrandize- 
ment, he has eradicated with fire and ſword that affeion 
for Britiſh connexion from the hearts of the Iriſh, which 
policy would have nurtured in the minds of the Catholics, 
— which nothing but the moſt wanton and barbarous ty- 
ranny could have torn from the breaſts of the diſſenters. 
What proof can be adduced that the conſtitution 
hes dren deflvaged, than that 'one man ſhould thus ſport 
with the deareſt intereſts of one country, and with a con- 
nection invaluable to the other? Let us examine upon what 
ground he ſtands to violate the deareſt rights, and to out- 
rage the ſcelings of the Iciſh nation, to a degree which no 
deſpot in Europe, at the cloſe of the eighteenth century, 
durſt venture with the moſt abject of his vaſſals. Let us 
analyze the ingredients with which this charlatan has - 
ed, poiſoned, and tormented our political frame. I aſk, is 
it not a fact that Lord Shannon has made a private property 
of the power of returning thicteen members to legiſlate in 
our national repreſentation? Has not Lord Ely poſi ſſed 
|» wag dey Lap power of returning nine ? Lord Down- 
ſhice, eight? The Berresford faction, eight? Lord Abercorn, 
ſeven? Lord Kingſton, ſeven ? Lord , five ? 
Lord Caledon, four? The La Touches, feven? Bruen, 
fix? Foſter, five? To abridge this odious detail, I aſk, 


is it not a fact that thirty men, priacipally Lords, have 
poſſe ſſed themſelves of the power of returning a decided 


majority of that affemb!y, which, by the conſtitution, ſpaulu 
8 preſentation of the whole people of Ireland ? | 
alk, © be that theſe thirty men have an account, 
debit and credit, with the agent of the Britiſh Miniſtor, 
where, in the rankeſt and fouleſt treaſon, they make an 
unlimited transfer, by the agency and ſuffrage of their ſpu- 
rious baſtard ready of the blood and wealih of the 


Helland, Italy, &c. 
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Iriſh nation, not only to ſupport a war, in which ſhe has 
No concern, and can derive no benefit, but to pay 
For that treaſon which deſtroys her liberty, her markets, 
her manufacturers and commerce beſide? I afk, is it nota 
fact that, to reward this diabolical treaſon, our beauteous 
Hand has been out theſe thirty men into 
1 to the number and weight 
with which each ſtands credited in the 
and treaſon? Is it not a fact that in 
of our rights have the 


ſclves hundreds of thouſands of the money of the moſt 
r in pen 
2358 — 2 Are theſe the miſcreants 
who paſſed the convention bill, and diſarmed the Iriſh 
nation, to ſecure their uf and treaſon? 
22 after indemnify ing the moſt atro- 
cious of the moſt ſacred laws, enacted a code for 
A lettres de cachet, the baſtile, and the gallies, on 
e Are theſe 
the men who have poiſoned confidence between man and 
man, by inf an infernal ſyſtem of perjurers, ſpies and 
? Are theſe the men that, from a conſciouſnefs 

urpation, corruption and treaſon could not ſtand 
yed DIsCUs$10N, and aſſaſſinated 


with fice 9 00 Hu on the laisn Prorrz, 
and afier, ſkulked to their Hauſe of Commons, to wind up 
their automaton not only to fanQion their mur- 
ders, but to them as the ſaviours of the conſti- 
tution: whilſt, in the execution of the ſacreꝗ truſt of legiſ- 


lation, their impoſtor delegates were ſo many living proofs 
that they were its moſt ic fubverters; and the very 
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wen you a pre- 
| the dutics of the foldier with the rights 
of the citizen. Or, i | 
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ſtupid as their hills 


whoſe trade is parricide z nor to the corrupt men in the 
law, or in the revenue, who ſhoot the 1 2 > bins 
to hand, to weave the web of extortion and vi „ and 


nine Sha _— TER of ro Bue 
] addreſs myſelf to thoſe who do not feel that we are 
conquered prapee 5 to thoſe who do not acknowledge tl 


Mercenaries are excluſively entitled to the 


2 ace not callous to the flings and 

guilty conſcience ; to thoſe who are not infenfible to the 

perjury and parricide. Embodied and ſworn to defend-the 
Conſtitution and Liberties of iceland, you ſtaud 

with ſupporting Txarrors, who have ufurped the na- 
tional repreſemation, and fubverted the 


away the charge, by accuſing the people of Ireland of 
having conſpired to fubvert the conſtitution, You muſt 


2 has it nat been 


ProrLE OF 1 it would ill- become me to ſhrink. 
from the charge, who have cxenced myſelf by every means 
in my power to promote that UNton upon which, in 
my mind, the falvation of my country depends, and on 


* ſtaked my life, my name, and all that to me 
„ 
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DEFENCE 
oF 
THE UNITED PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 
| reland have united in a GLORIOUS 
Yes! the People of Ireland have united in # GLORY 
themſelves by the molt 


folemn engagement, that Religion ſhall no longer be made 
the inſtrument by which the Iriſh nation ſhall be divided, 


m M_ — [ — r 1— bi — 


Lords, their automaton dele 


digoted extirpators, backed and ſupported 


HW he ther the United People of Ireland, ar the Miniſter and his 
accomplices, have deſtroyed Monarchy in Ireland ? 
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As long as mankind were immerſed in i » ſuper- 
fition and clanſhip, they were neceſſitated to fbevia to 
kerecitary magiſtracy, with all its vices*, its evils, its 
corruptions and tyranny, to avoid that confuſton and 
bloodihed with which, in ſuch a tate, every election muſt 
have been attended. But, now that the > and, celleltcs- 
ed, and freed from prejudice and feudal dependence, can 
ſcle& the men of the beſt talents, and the moſt virtue, 
to fill the higheſt offices, without confuſion or conteſt, 
pought but the moſt frugal, faithful and able diſcharge of its 


2 make Reniey agocy wo bn ge | 


cunning, 

2 and 
he Te who live by uſurpation and corrup- 
tion, to perſuade a King to graſp at abſolute power, and 
to break down thoſe facred bounds by which the Conſti- 


tution has limited the authority with which it inveſts him. 


I is eafy for ſuch a Minifter, with ſuch accomptices, to 
perſuade a King, that the temporary expedients which may 
. anſwer zhe ephemeral intereſts of thoſe inſe cts who paſs 
in continual ſucceſſion about a throne, are cqually advan- 


zageous to ita „ which aims at being 
immortal. How thall a King, whoſe education and office 
debars him from having a friend, find a man honcſt enough 
to tell him, that thoſe meafures which are abſolutely ne- 


to maintain ignorant, a_—— in office, 
are as deſtructive of his hereditary Kingſhip? Where ſhall 


ke find a friend who will remind him, that the Stuarts | 


have been led to the block, and driven to exile, by maki 
antiquated and defpotic 


themicl-es without labour, an averſion to truth, flattery, treaſon, 

the abandonment of all their engagements, a contempt for the duties of the 

| citizen, a dread of the magiſtrate”s virtue, hope from his vices, and more than 
all the perpetual ridicule of virtac. Montctquicu's Spirit of Laws. * Theſe 


OO TR have, in all places, and at all times, 
Þ Y* e, Places, ; 


liviag 


counſels the rule | 
of dns come, ond by ligaling che calling, | 


„ Ambition with idleneſs, meanneſs with pride, a defire to enrich 
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their loyalty to * 2 But what ſort of 


into a miniſterial deſpotifin, with power ſo enormous, that, 


| laws are 


Rs I Ee 
hereditary Kiogſkip, I aſk, which was moſt likely to ſup- 
pon: Miniſter, who has _—_—— 
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Government would be called a Republic. I might quote 
the Author of the Spirit ® of Laws to prove that our Con- 
Mitution is a Republic. But, reſpectable as is his authority, 
I prefer appealing to definition and fats. Then, taking 
in Greece or in 


17 


F 
g 


: in any repub- 
ke that ever exiſted, the moſt infigni- 
ficant citizen's head be injured, ualeſs he had 
deen found guilty of having tranſgrefied the law by the 
from the maſs in contend that 
Rome, halffreemen, Greeee, half ci- 
fant he ſets his foot on our ſoil ? 

a republic, becauſe our 
Is 


on, if, with the organization of Alfred, and the fre- 
quent elections of primitive Parliaments, it was to enerciſe 


| from what we calla King, than the liberties of Rome 
hadto fear from what the Romans called a Conſul? Ir is 
; 4 not 


* Book V. Chap. XIX. 
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not to Monarchy we are indebted for the freedom our con- ; 
ſtitution contains: the nations of Europe had Monarchs, 
but the people were flaves. It is not to the Nobles we ace 
indebted for the freedom our conſtitution contains: the 
nations of Europe had Nobles, yet the people were flaves. 


It is to what every people that ever exiſted owed their fre- 


dom that we muſt be indebted for ouc's. It is to our- 
SELVE3 that we muſt be indebted for whatever freedom we 
have, or ſhall ever poſſeſs. No wonder the Miniſter and 
| his accomplices, who have deſtroyed the republic, ſhould 
charge the United People of Ireland of conſpiring 17s 
RESTORATION. Waving, for a moment, the impreſerip- 
I right of the nation to ſet afide inflitutions, however 


CERES They 
change the names when they deſtroy the eſſence of 
ty. Shall thoſe who deſtroy the conſtitution as King, 
Lords and Commons, find fanQion foc crime in their titl.s ? 
Names go for when the conſtitution is the ſtake to 
be fought for. It is this which not only juſf;fies reſiſtance, 
but makes it an obſolute duty. On this head, the late 
Camden has ſpoken out boldly: '* King, Lords and Com- 
% mons, are grand and ſounding names; but King, Lords 
* and Commons, may become tyrants as well as others. 
% Tyranny in one or more is the fame.——lt is as lawful 

* to refiſt the tyranny of many as of ane. This has been a 
H „ doctrine 


* the fi 
ſtatute refiſtance to tyran- 
reply was, It was to be juſti 
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- wa EVEN OF THEIR LEGISLATORS, whenever they 
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＋ remain of what theſe defigns 
of the ſubjeQ, 


da after boon 54 —— 
* gn the fountain ſecurity 
ä to themichres the choicr 


| ives, as the fence to their properties 
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puniſhments ve 


of 


= el diy. Wim poor 
c ſociety wha employ contrary to 
© went along with it in its firſt inſtitution, is 
© mine; and one cannot but ſee, that he 
- © attempted any ſuch thing as this, cannot any longer be 


* truſted.” ** + The people have no other remedy in this, 


* Chap.nix. & 23% 989 at 
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;  @ upon the ſame ground, that honeſt 
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| | & as in all other caſes where they have no judge an earth, 
& than an appeal #2 


Heaven.” And, as if they had foreſeen 


that attempt to convert 


men may not 

« robbers or pirates, becauſe this may occaſion diſorder 
& or bloodſhed.” I defire it may be conſidered, what 
« kind of a peace there will be in the world, which is to be 
9 maintained euly for the beacke of rabbers and oppretiors.” 
« Polyphemus's den - us a perfe& pattern | a 
r wherein Ulyſſes and his 
« compapions had nothing to do but quietly to ſuffer them- 
« ſclves to be devoured.” | 
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CONCLUSION 


have ing that ſelf-intereſt is 
the governing principle in politics, as well as of all human 
ps Es ns cans of age me; 
that thoſe who poſſeſs the means of fatisfying thoſe wants 
and deſires, muſt poſſeſs the means of influencing the aQi- 
ons, and commanding the ſervices of mankind; that thoſe 
who poſſeſs property are poſſeſſed of thoſe means, and that 
thoſe laws * which monopolize 

abuſed, and a neceſſity 
ing to ſuchadiQation ; I truſt I have impreſſed 

monopoly of property untouched, muſt prove inſufficient, 
and that the only reformation by which their liberties can 


ence of the wor Coxsrrr VENT 
Bopy. I truſt I have convinced them, that the indepen- 
dence of the Conſtituent Body is the guardian of liberty, 
and not the diſcretion or virtue of thoſe they ele ; and 
that the abolition of all laws for the monopoly of property 
is the fole means by which it can be eſtabliſhed. Liberty 
cannot ſtand but on the broad, firm and perfe& baſis of 
may, if you will have Liberty, you muſt firſt eftabliſh this 


Was it not that the Miniſter and his accomplices have exerted themſelves 
with ſuch violence to deſtroy the preſent connection between the two coun- 
tries as to leave no doubt of their ſucceſs, I ſhould have ſhewn, that in addi- 
tion to the reaſons I have already advanced to prove the neceflity of aboliſhing 

the laws of primogeuiture, entails and ſettlements, there were reaſons which 

rendered it peculiarly expedient in Ireland, firſt, that it was the beſt means of 
lecuring the independence and fidelity of Repreſentatives, it was peculiarly in- 
cumbent oa Ire land to adopt it, from her Legiſlature having to guard not only 
againſt the corruption incident to all Legiſlatures, but is guard againſt the cor- 
ruption which ſo powertul a nation as Great Britain ever has, and ever will 
employ to bribe the lriſh Legiſlature to ſell the Rights of 


107 


ſoundation for it to reſt on; and that you may have this 
perfect repreſentative baſis, you muſt look to the conſtituent 
People of whom it is formed; you muſt aboliſh all 


monopo- 
lics, which otherwiſe would deſtroy your independence. Thus 
you will reform YOURSELVES; this is the true 


reformation. 
Having once re-eſtabliſhed your liberties on the baſis of per- 
fe& 


which is the baſis of your conſtitution, 
you will bring to the teſt what parts of the conſtitution can 


$a ond when cats the ares roveliains in picgny ads 
in mind has excluded. If hereditary powers are compatible 
with a perſeR repreſentation in the preſent flat of the Eu- 

ropean world, they will ſtand ; if not, if they cannot exiſt 
dt the expence of the Confticution and Liberty of the 
People, they muſt go to deſtruction. Be that as it may, 
DO YOUR PART; and truſt me, my fellow-citizens, that 
when you have eſtabliſhed a perfect repreſentation, it will 
purify every other part of your conſtitution. Whatever is 
corrupt, it will deſtroy; and whatever defects it cannot 
correct, it will be but as ſpots on the diſk of the fun, which 
will not obſcure its luſtre, nor prevent it from diffuſing heat 
and light equally to all deſcriptions who live under its ſphere. 
Ik the hereditary powers have been hurled from their own 
places in the confluation by the veſt revelmien in property 
and in mind which the inventions of the Compaſs and the 
Prefs have occaſioned, what right have they to ſeize upon 
» or to imagine that you will tamely reſign it? 
IF the | hiſtory of the conſtitution bears teſtimony in every 
page, that the liberty it contains was created by the repre- 
ſentative part—nay, if the laſt hundred years afford unde - 
niable proef that the ſyſtem of corruption and of propri- 
etorſhip of the National Repreſentation is a ſuicide, and 
that the laſt ſiye years ſtamp the guilt on the Miniſter and 
his accomplices of having foreſtalled the blow—you mult 
be convinced, that to abandon your part of the conſtitu- 
tion, would be to abandon the whole conftitution to utter 
deſtruction. Be but true to yourſelves, and you need not 
look out of the conſtitution for the moſt perſect liberty 
man can poſſeſs. Examine the conſtitutions which have 


deen adopted in America, in Franer, and in Italy, and you 
will fee that they have been taken from your's; you will 


bnd that they have  ſeleficd thoſe parts which are compert 7 
- ble 


deen Midoli how the inmates of the Mikel 


of its parts ; let us ever remember that it has been the 
poſitory of the ſacred embers of Liberty, that facred fire 
which was taken to the woods of America, and tranſported 


| vouring to fave you from the horrors of a revolution. 1 


3 mne nn 


| . adopted to ſtop it, 
and you will ſee to which the horrors that have ariſen ſhould 


Compaſs has encouraged the induſtry of nations, by ena- 
rs ded wag pena onde oe | 
with the other. See how the ſame quantity of labour 
produces ſo much more of the neceſſaries and conveniences 
of life now, than before thoſe machines and engines for the 
abridgement of labour were known, or the preſent vaſt di- 
viſion of labour had been eſtabliſhed. See what numerous 
ingenious claſſes have been introduced into fociety, and how 
the condition of the ancient claſs has been i 


Behold the invention of the Prefs, by which ſo much know- 
in- 


ledge has been diffuſed and perpetuated; that 
vention by which the ſoul of Genius is infuſed into mil- 
lions with ſuch k Theſe are the materials 


delight. 
which compoſe this vaſt revolution; but where are its hor- 


rors ? For theſe you mult look to the means which — 


bd 
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niſter and his accomplics have 


red on mankind that they have not blaſted ? Look to the 


they have 


the 


opinions, and property 
reducing the induſtrious to beggary and fa- 
mine, by ſquandering the facred fund which once furniſhed 
have employed them to ſubdue the entire. Contraft this re- 
volution with thoſe means which have been employed to 
oppoſe it: you will ſee the incalculable which have 
ariſen from commerce, from induſtry, and from increaſed 


knowledge, on one fide; and the innumerable curſes which 


ariſe from corruption, uſurpation and tyranny, on the 
other; you will ſee the moſt diabolical means exerted at 
every point, and in every direction, to corrupt, to enſlave 
and debaſe mankind, on the other. When the Miniſter 
and his accomplices talk of the horrors of a revolution, let 
them come forward and clear themſelves of all thoſe hor- 
rors in France which I have traced to their doors: Let 
them clear themſelves of thoſe horrors our Country has 
witnefied from one end to the other: Let them tell you 
what horrors can be greater than thoſe they have ated. 

Beloved Countrymen ! be not diſhcactened. —Look back 
on the courſe theſe tyrants have run. You have beheld 
the organized armies of Deſpotiſm advance againſt Fracce ; 
and you have ſeen them annihilated by the diforganized a:r- 
mies of Liberty, whilſt maſſacre, and diſcord, and famine, 
and treaſon, tore at her vitals. Victorious or vanquiſhet, 
Liberty glides with the tide which has ſet in her favour ; 


V 
againſt the torrent which has ſet in 


to arreſt it. I 
there one of the bleſſings this great revolution has confer- | 


That 


; and enliſting the part they had ruined, they _ 
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— EY 


if 


45, 
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If 


7 
| 


1 
f 


uſtice of her triumphs ; 
{ty of . and in all the lovelineſs of Mercy, let her 


puniſh where ſhe muſt—let her ſave where ſhe can! 


ARTHUR O'CONNOR. 


APPENDIX. 


TO THE 
FREE ELECTORS 
OF THE 


COUNTY or ANTRIM. 


in defence of property, of religion, of order, and of law, all, all has 
— — — —ͤ En 
defence of property, in which the fund, which ſhould pay the wages 
of induſtry, has been with unexampled profuſion * Can any 
ing than to call that a war in defence of religion, 
whole nations to famine, and deluges the world with blood? 
ing be more inſolent than to call that a war in defence of or- 
ich fums incalculable have been laviſhed to diſſeminate anar- 
one of the faireſt portions of the > 

to the feelings of a nation, to 
law, when ſought by an una- 
laws that ſecured the | 


_ Canany 
der, in 


have been made to arm 
hat fiend which ſuppliec 


vinced, that—ON THE UNION OF BOTH, DEPEND THE SAL- 
VATION OF ALL. Thoſe who fel! rie riglus of their country, wilt 
cali this by the name of that treaſon they live by committing—bur if ta 


[erties 


the UNION or IRISHMEN by treafon, aud if to place the 
of my country on its TRUE REPUBLICAN BASIS be . of 


APPEND IX 
| deing a traitor—ir is a treaſon 1 will feat 
to have engraved om my tomb. | know 
— —— gay obey tes Ma 
r — be. 
ing more corrupt than the Executive, ſhould m attempting 4 
— fon, Get force, but by the more deadly corruption, 
will have fan&tioned . —— 
- Convinced then, 
be no longer = matter — d —— — muſt annihilate it, I be- 


FREE ELECTORS 
| OF THE 


COUNTY or ANTRIM. 


the Poſt Offices of 


of your 


integrity of my own 
ance ew the vierue of the cauſe 1 clone, 


Inrs4 PARLIAMENTARY PATRIOTISM, by being fript of 
their proſtitution, I accepted a ſeat from my uncle Lord Longuevil 


'APPEND1 X 0 


the chimerical hope that this craſh between 
ment, might be improved te the advantage 


up ö 
Longueville, to the day I reſigned it, 

— gel Pats —_— 
F countrymen. were 
me of the Catholics of Ireland, for my defence of 
and thei cauſe, ſo early as 2793, andthe vote which I gaye for their 


* 


if 


| 
f 


170 
: 


If 


our Government, and diftributes our | | 
ſupport the GUnrowDZR-BILL, which deprives 
them of arms, or the ConvEnTrO | 


rr 
i | any; 2 Is it to ſup- 
2 hon of ti ORPVUS-BILL, which has deſtroyed 
the bulwark of Liberty, by wi ing the Taal BY JURY, that 1 
ſhould perſuade them to arm? Is it to rivet the bolts, ar to guard the 

of their fellow-citizens, who, torn from their homes and their 
ilie Ren 83 


* 


demniſied CarH#aMPTON, I ſhould 
tents, to the Catholics, whoſe elevated 


to the ESTABLISH 
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ardent affe&ion of the of Ireland for liberty, into an unbounded 
ditplay of — > wc of corruption and treaſon, by which the 
mot happily gifted nation on earth has been made rocontain more miſe- 
ry than any country in the creation ? Away with deluſion ! Are the peo- 
ple of Ireland ſure that the factions and Adminiſtration who ſo earneſtly 
them to ariſe to the invaſion of France, are not INVADERS 
THEMSELVES? Are we fure that their maſter and maker, the Miniſter 
of Britain, has'not inveſted them with encrmous funds of corruption to 
which our wretchedneſs has been made to contribute ! Are we ſure that 
thee funds have not been diſtributed amongſt traitors, in the heart of our 
i betraying the induſtry, manufactu and commerce of the 
, to aggrandize thoſe of Great Britain? Nay, are we 
in that every market in Britain is ſhut againf# every ſpecies of 

Iciſh induſtry, with the ſolitary exception of linen, whilſt every manu- 
facture of England has free acceſs to every market in Ireland, without 
any exception whatever? With theſe facts in our view, what Iriſhman 


can doubt that to ſupport the worſt of invaſions, the invaſion of RIGHTS 


out the nation, and indemnify theſe — fouls had torn hun- 
dreds of Iriſh citizens from every endearing connectĩon in life, after de- 
priving their habitatiuns of every privilege due to the reſidence of Free- 
born n. en, conſigned them to the es, turning their wives and chi!- 
dren to beggary and famine, exiled their huſbands to fight againſt that 
Freetlum of which they had robbed them on an element they ditliked, and 
in a cau:e they abhorred ? or could any thing be more alar ming to a peo- 
ple who vaiued their liberties, than the appointment of a man, that could 
require ſuch an indemn:ficatian, to be cammauder in chiet of the army ? 
or to crown all, could any invaders do werſe, that with powers to legif- 
late for a limived time, under the form of couſtitutional order, dettroy 
228 itlelt? | 

n vain ſhall the accomplices of the author of carnage inveigh againſt 
French fraternity, as long as Ireland exhibits ſo mejancholy a p Cure 

of the fraternity they hare adopted themſelves: I wit} not compare 
— fraternity in Eaſt or Weſt Indies, aciopted by England and 
rance, but I will compare the alliance which England had tormed with 
France, ſhe calls her natural enemy, with that ſhe dictates to Ireland, 
ſhe calls her brother and friend. In her alliance with France, the 
gave what ſhe got, and reciprocity was the equitable baſis on which it 
12 Was 
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„ 
they are bounded, by that law which oBLIGts every citizens 18 
to 6o years old, to be provided with arms, w 
whole world by a like oBLIcaTION ? Why has the Guapowder Ac, 
which difarms our people, been paſſed? The anſwer is too plain for 


could he and his minions be taught 
that there is more to be 


may fafely diſband the 
the limits of freedom, y - 
ſhould be extended; let them reſt aſſured, that a iyſtem which cannot 

be ſupported without ſpies and informers, muſt ſoon be abandoned; in- 
ſtead of buying, ct bribing, or of perſecuting tne PR555, let them ſtrip 
falſehood of the advantages ſhe gains Ly ecnccalient and mifrepr 

tion, and give ta truth that light and publicity, with which he muſt - 
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and niaintained, I will aufwer for it, that the 
are as ſenſible of the 


tion, and in the aſſurance I give to 
dich their g 


iſely determined never to interfere any more in elections, UNDER the 
of corruption and undue influence, I have offered my ſervices to 
every means in my power to effect its deſtruction, and finding that 
the one ariſtocratic faction or other, your's was the 
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ink it not preſumptuous, my coun: chat one who love's li- 
berty ſhould ſeek her in the only aſylum ſhe has left; think it not pre- 
my fellow-citizens, that one who will never out-live the 
threatened liberties of his country, ſhould ſeek an advanced poſt where 
be may triumph in her cauſe, or fall in her defence. In contempt of 
calumny, UNzTED with you in brotherly love and affection and in the 
glurious cauſe of Reform, I will ever remain your faithful fribad and 
— waa . 
Belfaſt, Jan. 20, 1797. ARTHUR O'CONNOR. 
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